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INSIDE: ORANGUTANS SEIZED
WALTER SENSEN JAILED



GREAGT NEWS! WALTER SENSEN )AILED!

Walter Sensen, trafficker in gorillas, chimpanzees, and
other animals, was arrested and jailed in Nuremberg, West
Germany on 5 February 1990. He remained in jail pending his
trial since prosecutors feared he would flee the country if
released on bail.

Walter Sensen’s trial took place on 14 March 1590,
Sensen arrived with his head covered by his coat. He was
found guilty and jailed for two years with no possibility of
parole, He was also banned
for life from wildlife traf-

insurance company did not pay outon the claim. Subsequently,
many insurance companies announced that they would not
insure illegal wildlife shipments.

IPPL also learned that the shipment was to berouted via
South Africa and the publicity and pressure we generated led
South Africa to increase controls over transit wildlife ship-
ments.

Wide IPPL-generated publicity also occurred in Tai-
wan, where the surviving
gorilla was on display. As a

ficking in West Germany.
On hearing his sentence,
Sensen collapsed and
started weeping and bawl-
ing. Of course, he was not
weeping for the animals
whose death he had caused
or those whose liberty he
had taken away, but at the
Icss of his personal free-
dom to deprive animals of
their lives and liberty to
enrich himself,

Sensen’s jailing cul-
minates a long battle by the
International Primate Pro-

tection League to get action

taken to end his dirty deal-

ings. It also shows how important the role of non-governmen-

tal organizations like IPPL is in controlling illegal wildlife

trafficking and how important you, as IPPL supporters, are.
There were 5 charges against Sensen.

1) THE SHIPMENT OF 3 GORILLASFROMTHE
CAMEROUN IN JANUARY 1987, EN ROUTE TO TAI-
WAN

This shipment would probably not have become known
if Dr. Robert Cooper, a veterinarian working in the African
nation of Gabon, had not been contacted by a Japanese insur-
ance company which wanted him to go to Kinshasa Airport,
Zaire, to help save the life of a baby gorilla. This animal was
partof a shipment of 3 young gorillas that left Douala Airport,
in the Cameroun, on 3 January 1987 en route to Taipei Zoo,
Taiwan, via South Africa. Two of the gorillas died of asphyxi-
ation on the Douala-Kinshasa leg of the flight. The animals
were insured with Taisho Marine and Fire, a Japanese insur-
ance company, for a total of $450,000 and the insurance
company, already stuck with a $300,000 claim, was anxious to
avoid another $150,000 loss.

Dr. Cooper contacted IPPL and we immediately set to
work to find out who was involved in the shipment and to try
to block the insurance pay-off.

IPPL learned from the Cameroun Government that the
three gorillas had been shipped from the Cameroun illegally on
papers calling them “monkeys” and that their export had not
been authorized, although one Camerounian government offi-
cial appears to have “protected” the shipment, since, at his
trial, Sensen testified that he had paid this official $25,000 for
his “permit.” Because one cannot insure contraband, the
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t result, Taiwan enacted strict
controls on wildlife importa-
tion (equivalent to those of
CITES which it cannot join
for political reasons). How-
ever, enforcement has been
spotty and several orangutans,
among other species, have
been observed in Taipei
medicine and pet shops in
recent weeks.

IPPL was able to ob-
tain through our network of
contacts a series of telexes,
letters, invoices, air waybills,
etc. pertaining to the “Camer-
oun Three” gorillashipment.
The person who sent them to
us had blacked out the names of the dealers involved. How-
ever, we were able to decipher these names. One of them was
Walter Sensen. The other was Van den Brink - Jabria of the
Netherlands, who has claimed he was not involved in the deal
in spite of being mentioned repeatedly in the telexes.

As a result of the storm over the gorilla shipment,
Sensen and his son Bernd were booted out of the Cameroun.
Shortly afterwards, they turned up in the small nation of
Equatorial Guinea, and sent a circular to the world’s zoos
announcing that they had a S-year contract with the Equatorial
Guinea Government for the exportation of all wildlife, includ-
ing gorillas and chimpanzees. Many of these letters and price-
lists were sent to IPPL by outraged recipients.

We sent them to the West German Government, and our
West German Representatives, Gunther and Brigitte Peter,
founders of the Aktiongemeinschaft Artenschutz .V, later
joined by Peter van de Bunt, worked hard to get Sensen jailed.
The work of Gunther, Brigitte and Peter in the Sensen affair
was crucial in maintaining pressure on Nuremberg authorities
to prosecute Sensen.

IPPL Headquarters has sent out several mailings asking
people to send protest letters, petitions, and postcards to the
President of Equatorial Guinea, requesting that Sensen be
booted out of the country, and to the President of West
Germany, demanding that Sensen be jailed.

2) OFFERING GORILLAS FOR SALE

Sensen offered gorillas to a Swedish Zoo Director in
1988. Along with his offer, he sent a photograph of an uniden-
tified European woman surrounded by 3 African assistants
holding a total of 8 young gorillas. This offer, provided to IPPL
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WALTER SENSEN JAILED CONTINUED

by Richard Faust, Director of Frankfurt Zoo, was turned over
to West German authorities. Sensen was also accused of
offering a gorilla to a businessman in Saudi Arabia.

3) SALE OF TWO GORILLAS TO THE
GUADALAJARA Z0OO, MEXICO

Sensen was charged with the sale of 2 gorillas to the
Guadalajara Zoo, Mexico. This transaction occurred in June
1989, and only came to light when IPPL was tipped off about
the deal by aMexican member who had been able to obtain cor-
respondence relating to the shipment. In fact, 3 gorillas left
Equatorial Guinea as the “personal luggage” of Walter Sensen
(this means that the shipment did not have to comply with
cargo formalities and that no air waybill would exist). The
gorillasreportedly travelled via Spain to Mexico, although one
report has them going via Singapore. One gorilla either dieden
route or was routed elsewhere by the Sensens.

IPPL was lucky to be able to get assistance from EI
Occidental, Guadalajara’s leading newspaper. El Occidental
learned that the Sensens’ company “African Animal Export”
was paid $130,000 for the two gorillas and that they had
deposited their ill-gotten loot in the Bank of America in
Concord, California, which has failed to answer an IPPL
enquiry on the subject.

Guadalajara Zoo tried to justify its sordid deal by
saying that John Aspinall of Howletts’ Zoo, England, had
recommended Sensen to the zoo, a charge which Aspinall
strongly denies. Officials of several Mexican zoos, including
Maria Elena Hoyo of the Chapultepec Zoo in Mexico City,
strongly denounced the shipment. IPPL’s Mexican
Representative, Connie Scheller, appeared on Mexican radio
and TV to denounce the shipment.

IPPL attended the Conference of the Parties to the
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species
(CITES) in October 1989 in Lausanne, Switzerland. The
CITES Secretariat prepares an “Infractions Report” for each
conference. For CITES-’89, IPPL prepared its own “Primate
Infractions Reporet” including details of Sensen’s activities
and photos of his compound. This was circulated to all delega-
tions, as was a new Sensen price-list issued for September-
October 1989, which included chimpanzees, gorillas, and a
host of other endangered species. The West German Delega-
tion was thoroughly embarrassed by IPPL’s report. (Free
copies are available to members).

Nuremberg authorities armed with a search warrant
raided Sensen’s premises in February and seized many of his
business records. They learned that 3 gorillas had left Equato-
rial Guinea for Mexico: the location of the third gorilla is
unknown. It is not clear whether the animal is dead or alive at
an as-yet unknown location. (Do let IPPL know if you see an
unexplained new gorilla at any facility).

4) DEALING IN WILDLIFE AFTER BEING
BANNED FROM WILDLIFE TRADING BY WEST GER-
MANWILDLIFE AUTHORITIES

In June 1988, West German authorities banned Walter
Sensen from wildlife trafficking because of various law viola-
tions. As a result, the famous Sensen price-lists began to be
issued from Boxdorf, West Germany, using a relative’s name.
A second prohibition was placed on Sensen in October 1989,

which would increase penalties in case Sensen was caught
dealing in animals. Peter van de Bunt of IPPL (West Germany)
noticed that, in spite of the different addresses, the fax and telex
numbers on the new price-lists were the same as at the old
address, and he drew this to official attention. This led to the
charge that Sensen was dealing in animals in spite of the
official prohibition.

S)ILLEGAL IMPORTATION OF WILDLIFETO
WEST GERMANY

Sensen was charged withillegal importation of coatimun-
dis, herons, tree porcupines and other threatened species to
West Germany.

He confessed to all the charges and provided a wealth of
information on his shipments.

Pleased as we are at the jailing of Walter Sensen, we
find two years far too small considering the large numbers
of gorillas, chimpanzees, and other animals who died as the
result of his greedy trafficking.

The two gorillas who died in the hold of the Air Zaire
flight from Douala to Kinshasa are gone for ever, they endured
anagonizing “death penalty.” Other gorillas are doomed to life
in prison - there will be no escape for the Guadalajara gorillas.
Further, no fine was assessed against Sensen and we know that
the $100,000 payment for the Guadalajara gorillas was depos-
ited in the Bank of America in Concord, Califomia, USA: we
would have been pleased to see Sensen assessed a huge fine.

Unfortanately, Sensen’s family, includin ghissonBernd,
who resides in Equatorial Guinea, may carry on his business
while he is in jail and, when he is released, it is likely that
Sensen will leave West Germany and continue his depreda-
tions somewhere else. Sensen is known to have holding sta-
tions in Honduras and Tanzania and he also deals in Cuban
wildlife,

Nonetheless, IPPL knows of no animal dealer who has
received suchalong jail sentence on animal smuggling charges
(some animal dealers are in jail on drug smuggling charges).

Please send a letter to the President of West Germany
congratulating him on the arrest and imprisonment of Walter
Sensen and expressing the hope that Sensen will not be
released without serving his full jail term and thata way canbe
found to confiscate the profits from his criminal animal deal-
ings.

Address: President Richard von Weizacker
Adenauerallee 135
5300 Bonn 1
Federal Republic of Germany

In addition, please send a letter (in Spanish or French or
English) to the President of Equatorial Guinea drawing his
attention to the arrest and imprisonment of Walter Sensen and
suggesting that the Bernd Sensen and the whole Sensen firm
(African Animal Export) be expelled from Equatorial Guinea.
Request also that all the nation’s wild animals be given total
legal protection and that Equatorial Guinea join the Conven-
tion on International Trade in Endangered Species.

Address: General Obiang Nguema Mbasogo
Malabo, Bioko-Norte
Republica de Guinea Equatorial
Equatorial Guinea, Africa

IPPL
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| WALTER SENSEN JAILED CONTINUED

BECAUSE “THE CAMEROUN THREE” AND
“THE GUADALAJARA TWO” DID NOT SET
FOOT IN WEST GERMANY, WEST GERMAN
AUTHORITIES WOULD NEVER HAYVYE
LEARNED ABOUT THESE SHIPMENTS IF IT
WERENOT FOR THE WORK OF THE INTER-
NATIONALPRIMATEPROTECTIONLEAGUE
AND ITS SUPPORTERS. THE JAILING OF
WALTERSENSENSHOWSHOWIMPORTANT
THE ACTIVITIES OF NON-PROFIT CONSER-
VATION ORGANIZATIONS ARE IN MONI-
TORINGILLEGAL WILDLIFETRAFFICKING.
WE OFTEN HAVE THE KNOWLEDGE AND
PERSISTENCE TO IDENTIFY AND END
ABUSES WHILE GOVERNMENTS TEND TO
IGNORANCE AND APATHY! WE ARE ALSO
STRONGLY MOTIVATED TO MAKE THE
WORLD ABETTER PLACE FORITS ANIMAL
INHABITANTS. SENSEN’S JAILING MAKES
THE WORLD A LITTLE SAFER FOR GORIL-
LAS AND EVERY OTHER SPECIES HE
TRADES AND MAY WELL DETER OTHERS
FROM PURSUING OR ENTERING THIS SOR-
DID RACKET! FREQUENTLY, WILDLIFE
SMUGGLERS GET TOKEN FINES FOR SHIP-
MENTS ON WHICH THEY MAY HAVE NET-
TED HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF DOL-
LARS, AND PAID NO INCOME TAXES. THE
JAILING OF WALTER SENSENMAY MARK A
NEW TREND! YOU, AS AN IPPL MEMBER,
SHOULD FEEL PROUD OF BEING PART OF
THE TEAM THAT HELPED GET WALTER
SENSEN JAILED, NO MATTER WHAT YOU
DID, BE IT WRITING LETTERS OR JUST
PAYING YOUR DUES TO KEEP IPPL GOING!

FORMER OWNER
IDENTIFIES MEXICAN
Z00 GORILLA

The arrival of two gorillas at the Guadalajara Zoo,
Mexico, and subsequent furor over the shipment in the world’s
media, led to an interesting development.

Jean Bonnin, a professor at the University of Valencia,
who had read about the gorillas in the Spanish press, recog-
nized one of the gorillas in the photograph and contacted IPPL!
The animal was a young gorilla named Pancho formerly
owned by Bonnin’s son, who is currently employed by a log-
ging company in Gabon. According to Bonnin, the gorilla had
been stolen from his son’s home during his absence, by a man
with a German accent.

IPPL

SMUGGLED
ORANGUTANS REACH
BANGKOK

On 20 February 1990, six baby orangutans and a sia-
mang mother and baby were seized on Bangkok Airport,
Thailand. The tiny animals were in terrible condition as they
had been smuggled on to Thai Airways Flight 414 on Sin-
gapore Airportin closed bird crates, and were only found when
suspicious Thai Airways officials x-rayed their crates. Three
of the pathetic orphaned orangutans had actually been shipped
upside down.

IPPL learned about the shipment from friends in Thai-
land. Volunteers associated with the Wildlife Fund of Thai-
land are caring for the animals. Several of them had pneumo-
nia and all of them had a wide varicty of parasites. The
volunteers had no experience with orangutans and requested
help. Thai vets had not worked with the species.

IPPL therefore contacted several US primate veteri-
narians for advice. Thanks to Jim Mahoney and Bob Cooper
and especially to Brent Swenson whom we contacted when it
seemed that the smallest animal was about to die. Dr. Swenson
agreed to make a phone-call to the frantic person in charge of
the baby in Bangkok with suggestions as to what to do.

IPPL also suggested that, in the absence of a veterinar-
ian specializing in primate care, a pediatrician rather than a
veterinarian manage the treatment of the animals. IPPL offered
to pay a pediatrician’s fees, and one was located, who has done
fine work with the animals.

IPPL contacted our friends Birute Galdikas and Gary
Shapiro at the Orangutan Foundation to tell them about the
problem. We decided to share the costs of sending an experi-
enced orangutan caregiver to Bangkok to help with the ani-
mals. Birute proposed that we send Dianne Taylor-Snow, who
happens to be an IPPL member. Dianne had worked with the
orangutan group at Fresno Zoo, California and had also visited
Dr. Galdikas’ campat Tanjung Puting, Kalimantan, Indonesia.

Although Dianne had a job and a husband, she was on
her way, armed with medication and baby care items, within
five days of the confiscation! Thanks to Dianne’s care and that
of the wonderful Bangkck volunteers, the six orangutans,
amazingly, were all alive as of 30 March 1990, When IPPL
called Dianne on the morning of 3 March 1990 (it was night-
time for her), the tiniest of the orangutans, a baby girl named
Olee, was in Dianne’s bed, clinging to her. This was the one
who had not been expected to live.

So the baby orangutans, three boys and three girls,
appear to be in good hands and we all hope they will survive.

Meanwhile, itis imperative to answer questions such as
“Who smuggled the animals out of Indonesia?” “How did
the smuggler get the animals on to the plane?” “Were any
local government officials in collusion with the smuggler?”
“Who was planning to buy the animals?” and “What should
be done with the animals?”

IPPL has learned that a man named K. Schaefer brought
the animals to Bangkok and that he was planning to send them
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SMUGGLED ORANGUTANS CONTINUED

to Yugoslavia. We have since learned that this person’s full
name is Kurt Schaefer and that he is married to a Thai woman.
Schaefer reportedly owns the Thai animal dealership “Siam
Farm.”

A zoo director has informed IPPL that, on a visit to
Bangkok, one of his animal caretakers saw Schaefer in the
company of Marlies Slotta of the German animal trading firm
SlottaInterzoo, afirm which shipped 4 orangutans supposedly
bomn at a non-existent “Cambodian zoo” to Eastern Europe in
1988. Two of the animals went to Leningrad Zoo and two to the
Film Board of Czechoslovakia which wanted them for a
movie.

IPPL has learned how the animals were loaded on to
Thai Airways Flight 414 at Singapore Airport. The exporting
dealer had checked in a shipment of birds and obtained all the
documents, and, at the last moment, substituted identical-
looking crates containing orangutans. The crates had small air-
holes and the orangs could not be seen. They were only found
when suspicious Bangkok airline officials x-rayed the crates.

The shipment was then seized on the grounds that the
paperwork violated Thai Customs law. Thailand has as yet no
laws to protect endangered foreign wildlife and comrectly-
declared orangutans would probably have been allowed to
proceed in trade. Currently, Thailand is considering chang-
ing its internal laws which, at present, contradict the terms of
the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species
of which Thailand is a member.

IPPL has learned that the baby orangutans and the
siamangs were going to Belgrade Zoo, Yugoslavia. The orangu-
tans were reportedly going to Moscow Zoo, with Belgrade Zoo
to keep the siamangs as its reward for “laundering” the ship-
ment.

On 28 February 1990, Mr. Vukosav Bojovic, Director
of Belgrade Zoo, contacted Thai authorities demanding that all
the animals be shipped to him “immediately.”

IPPL has contacted Indonesian and Singapore newspa-
pers, as well asall our members and contacts in these countries.

Inregard to the question, “What should be done with
the animals?” IPPL obviously knows what should not be
done. They should not proceed in tade under any circum-
stances. Nobody should make any money off the animals. The
dealers involved should lose their financial investment, and
the arimals, and their freedom to continue trafficking in
animals! In other words, they belong in jail. Thai authorities
must hold on to the animals until a solution is found.

It is IPPL’s opinion that the orangutans should be
returned to Indonesia for rehabilitation and release once their
health is assured. However, the volunteers in Thailand have
become very fond of the animals and are understandably
concerned that they might end up in the same predicament as
they were in before, especially if any highly-placed Indonesian
government officials were involved in the shipment. For a
while, it would be desirable for the animals to go to Dr. Birute
Galdikas® well-run Rehabilitation Center on Borneo. If they
are identified as Sumatran orangutans, they should go to the
Bohorok Orangutan Rehabilitation Center on Sumatra only
when current problems at that facility have been resolved.

Once IPPL has photos of the shipping crates on hand,
we plan to protest to the International Air Transport Associa-
tion JATA) about the cruel and inhumane way the animals

Siamang mother and baby
Los Angeles Zoo Photo

were shipped. Unfortunately, we expect IATA to do what it
usually does in such cases: NOTHING.

The confiscation of the 6 orangutans is wonderful news
to those familiar with the desperate wildlife situation in Thai-
land. Animal dealersare allowed to import staggering numbers
of endangered mammals, birds, and reptile skins. A gorilla was
imported by a shopping mall. A chimpanzee was imported by
a dealer operating at Bangkok’s notorious Chatujak Market.

Inaddition, Thai dealers have long looted the forests of
Thailand and those of Thailand’s neighbor countries (Cambo-
dia, Laos, and Burma) for their wildlife, which they have
shipped all over the world with impunity. These dealers have
also exported Thailand’s protected animals for decades, also
with impunity. Thailand has passed no laws to implement the
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species,
which it violates daily.

The seizure of the 6 orangutans, and, two days later, a
chimpanzee imported from Dubai (but probably caught in
Uganda), may, however, mark a turning-point. IT IS THE
FIRST SEIZURE BUT IT MUST NOT BE THE LAST!
Thailand’s Forestry Department is receiving pressure from the
dealers involved to allow the animals back into trade.

We must make our voices twice as loud! Please write a
friendly letter to Khun (“Khun” is the Thai word for “Mr.” and

is accompanied by the person’s first name) Phairothe Suvan-
nakorn, Thailand’s Director-General of Forestry who ap-
proved of the seizure of the animals by Khun Boonlert Angsir-
ijinda. Commend him on the confiscation of the orangutans,
the siamangs, and the chimpanzee. Ask Khun Phairothe to
ensure that the animals never fall into the hands of animal
dealers. Ask him to take firm action against anyone who
traffics in endangered wildlife. Ask that Thailand adopt na-
tional legislation that conforms with the Convention on Inter-
national Trade in Endangered Species.

IPPL
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SMUGGLED ORANGUTANS CONTINUED

Address: Khun Phairothe Suvannakorn
Director-General, Royal Forestry Department
Phaholyothin Road
Bangkhen, Bangkok 10900, Thailand

Please write a strong protest letter to:

Mr. Vukosay Bojovic, Director, Belgrade Zoo
Mali Kalemegdan 8
11000 Beigrade, Yugoslavia

Tell him that his order for 6 baby orangutans and 2 sia-
mangs certainly caused the deaths of 10-20 mother and baby
orangutans. Tell him that orangutans, siamangs and chipan-
zees are endangered species and that babies are caught by
mother-killing. Tell him how cruel and inhumane it is to ship
animals hidden in small crates. Ask him why he deals with
smugglers.

Airmail postage from the United States to Thailand and
Yugoslavia is 45 cents per half-ounce, 90 cents per ounce.

EBOLG VIRUS
OUTBREAK CAUSES
MONKEY DEATHS

The Ebola virus is a naturally-occurring virus that
caused disease outbreaks in Northern Zaire and the Southem
Sudanin 1976. These outbreakskilled hundreds of people after
which the disease subsided.

Military biological warfare experimenters at Fort
Detrick, Maryland, took alook at the virulent virusand decided
to study it, because, according to Fort Detrick documents:

The high attack and mortality rates of Ebola virus
infection indicated that the virus was a potential biological
warfare agent.

The scientists noted that;

The hazardous nature of Ebola virus imposes require-
ments for maximal biological containment for conducting
research.

The unfortunate monkeys were placed in aerosol isola-
tion chambers for the studies which would end their lives.
When infected with the Zaire strain of Ebola virus, 12 of 12
monkeys died. The Sudanese strain killed 10 of 12 exposed
monkeys. All monkeys suffered high fever, flushes and rashes,
refusal to eat and heavy weight loss, followed for 20 of the 22
animals by death in 10-20 days.

In October 1989, an outbreak of Ebola virus disease
occurred in crab-eating macaques imported from the Philip-
pines by the Hazleton Laboratories, Vienna, Virginia, United
States. The virus was initially identified in 5 monkeys held in
quarantine at Hazleton. All 200 monkeys in that shipment and
all 200 in another shipment were killed.

The affected animals left Manila on 2 October 1989 and
changed planes at Amsterdam, arriving at Kennedy Interna-
tional Airport on4 October. They were then delivered by truck

1P

to Hazleton. Following the Ebola outbreak, US Army special-
ists decontaminated the Hazleton facility. The dead monkeys’
bodies were burned.

Assuming that the diagnosis of Ebola was correct,
{symptoms are similar to those produced by the Marburg virus
and simian hemorrhagic fever), it is not clear how the monkeys
contracted it because, apart from in the US biological warfare
laboratories, the Ebola virusis notknown to have been isolated
outside Africa. Hazleton is not known to perform biological
warfare agent studies, and there do not appear to be any
biological warfare laboratories in the Philippines (the origin of
the monkeys) or the Netherlands (where they changed planes).
The monkeys cbviously must have contracted the virus some-
where, but where? Among the Philippine animal dealers
knownto have supplied Hazleton with monkeysinrecent years
Amo Farms and the Ferlite Company.

Following the Ebola outbreak in monkeys, tests were
performed on humans who had been in contact with the
affected monkeys.

Two humans were found positive for antibodies to the
virus, although neither is sick. One is Kathy Travers, an
employee of the ASPCA Animal Hostel at Kennedy Airport
and the other is a Philippine monkey handler.

Following the revelation of Kathy Travers’ positive test
forEbola, New York State Health Commissioner David Axelrod
banned all importation of cynomolgus, rhesus and African
green monkeys to New York State unless they had undergone
a60-day quarantine in their country of origin and had negative
blood tests for Ebola and related viruses. (Ebola is a filovirus).

The New York action amounts to a near-ban on impor-
tation of monkeys because about three quarters of the monkeys
entering the United States enter via the port of New York and
few Third World monkey exporters maintain quarantine facili-
ties at all, and those facilities that do exist are often sub-
standard and certainly not equipped to perform sophisticated
testing procedures. Only two US laboratories, the Centers for
Disease Control facility in Atlanta and the US Army Medical
Research Institute for Infectious Diseases at Fort Detrick, can
test for filovirus and filovirus antibodies, and they cannot
handle any more samples at this time.

On 23 March, a public meeting was held at CDC, The
Ebola situation was discussed and a representative of the
powerful Pharmaceutical Manufacturers’ Association ex-
pressed opposition to a ban on importation of cynomolgus
monkeys. He stated:

While we must take all precautions required to control
the risk of transmission of Ebola fever to human beings, we
must not needlessly sacrifice the research that depends on the
availability of these animals.

Dr. Fred King, Director of the Yerkes Primate Center,
also opposed restrictions on primate imports.

IPPL has long denounced the vile and filthy conditions
under which the international slave trade in primates is con-
ducted. We feel that our call for a ban on this ugly traffic is
totally vindicated by the Ebola incidents. The monkey trade is
a major disaster waiting to happen! Monkeys belong in the
wild.

Fearing a massive outbreak of a fatal disease, the
Centers for Disease Control, Atlanta, Georgia, made surprise
inspections of the major primate importers in the United States.
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Three of these dealers were found to maintain inadequate
quarantine facilities and were barred from importing primates
until the problems were solved. These are Charles River
Research Primates of Port Washington, New York (formerly
Primate Imports and now owned by Bausch and Lomb):
Worldwide Primates of Miami, Florida: and Hazleton Re-
search Products of Reston, Virginia, where the Ebola out-
break occurred). Other importers’ facilities were being in-
spected.

Although CDC had earlier informed primate users that
there was little public danger from the Ebola virus, it recently
sent a letter to animal importers warning that “The health of
your workers may be at risk.”

Dr. Sy Kalter of the Virus Reference Center in San
Antonio, Texas, told the Atlanta Constitution that:

Ebola has never been found in nonhuman primates
before, it is an African virus, discovered in Africa and
restricted there,

Kalter noted that the discovery of the Ebola virus in
primates in the United States has raised fears that the virus may
be spreading.

The monkeys testing positive for Ebola have been
cynomolgus monkeys. After the Indian (1978) and Bangla-
desh (1979) bans on Rhesus exports, the trade moved to the
cynomolgus monkeys, with the Philippines and Indonesia

pouring out tens of thousands of monkeys into world trade
every year. Around 16,000 cynomolgus monkeys were im-
ported to the United States in 1989.

The extent of the monkey trade can be seen from the
comments of a Charles River official who stated that none of
the nearly 10,000 monkeys that had passed through his facility
since December 1989 had tested positive for Ebola. At thisrate,
the company would be importing 40,000 monkeys per year.

Another nasty aspect of the primate trade is the sale of
monkeys and even chimpanzees as household pets. Members
frequently send IPPL classified ads from newspapers (even
from the National Enquirer, a notoriously trashy tabloid)
offering monkeys as pets. When contacted, the dealers tell
every kind of lie about what wonderful pets primates make.
IPPL has video of one dealer’s premises, which are terrible. We
also suspect that, in spite of a 1975 ban on importation of
monkeys for the pet trade, imported monkeys are being “leaked”
into the pet trade by several dealers. We have repeatedly asked
CDC o do something to stop the monkey pet trade, but itclaims
ithas no enforcement powers. Now may be the time to get some
action taken before some naive purchaser of a pet monkey
becomes ill (apart from the normal bites and scratches).

Details of the US Army’s hideous biological warfare
agent experiments on monkeys are contained in the May 1982
IPPL Newsletter. Copies are free to members on request. B

URGENT: WHAT YOU CAN DO TO END THE
MONKEY SLAVE TRADE

IPPLHAS BATTLED SINCEITS FOUNDING IN 1973 TO END THEINTERNATIONAL SLAVE TRADE
INPRIMATES SNATCHED FROM THE WILD IN THEIR HOMELANDS. WE HAVE SEEN THE DISGUST-
INGFACILITIES MAINTAINED BY PRIMATE TRAFFICKERS IN AFRICA, ASIA,AND SOUTH AMERICA.
THE EBOLA OUTBREAK MAY BE THE “COFFIN NAIL” THAT THE PRIMATE TRADE NEEDS TO
ENSURETHAT PRIMATES CANLIVE OUT THEIR LIVES IN THEIR HOMELANDS AND NOTBEFORCED
INTO LIVES AS HUMAN SLAVES. PLEASE SEND A LETTER TO YOUR REPRESENTATIVE (HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES, WASHINGTON DC 20510) AND SENATOR (SENATE OFFICE BUILDING, WASH-
INGTON DC 20515) CALLING FOR A PERMANENT BAN ON IMPORTATION OF WILD-CAUGHT PRI-
MATES TO THE UNITED STATES. MENTION THE THREAT TO HUMAN HEALTH AS WELL AS THE
SUFFERING THAT THE TRADE CAUSES TO THE PRIMATES, BECAUSE YOUR REPRESENTATIVES
WILL PROBABLY CARE MORE ABOUT THE FORMER THAN THE LATTER SINCE PRIMATES DON’T
GET VOTES IN ELECTIONS!

IN ADDITION, PLEASE WRITE A LETTER TO THE DIRECTOR OF THE CENTERS FOR DISEASE
CONTROL, ATLANTA GA 30333 REQUESTING A PERMANENT BAN ON IMPORTATION OF WILD-
CAUGHT PRIMATES TO THE UNITED STATES. ASK ALSO THAT CDC INVESTIGATE THE ORIGIN OF
MONKEYS SOLD AS PETS BY COMPANIES SUCH AS “MONKEYS UNLIMITED” OF CINCINNATI, OHIO

AND CLOSE THE FACILITIES DOWN IF THEY ARE NOT COMPLYING WITH ALL LAWS AND REGU-
LATIONS.

iPPL
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OHIO BILL WOULD OUTLAW ANIMAL ACTIVISM

The recent plan for the destruction of the animal protec-
tion movement prepared by the American Medical Associa-
tion shows that many animal exploiters do not believe in the
First Amendment to the US Constitution, which guarantees
individuals the right to free speech. The AMA appears to
believe that people should be free to speak their minds, only if
they share the AMA’s attitudes. (It should be noted that the
AMA is a highly political organization and that many doctors
do care deeply about animals).

In many states of the United States, it is now a criminal
offense to warn animals of the presence of hunters in order to
save the helpless animals from the hunters’ guns and arrows.

Now another outrageous assault on the freedom of
speech of animal activists is taking place, this time in the state
of Ohio. Ohio Senate Bill 317 would forbid:

Displaying anysign, distributing any writing, or making
any oral statement for public consumption, which contains a
false representation concerning animal fur or hide or con-

cerning the sale of animal fur or hide.

Also, it would be an offense to:

Place any writing. . . in proximity to any merchandise
that is held for sale or sold. . . if the intended effect. . . is to
discourage the purchase.

It would also become illegal to engage in a “conspiracy
to commit interference with commerce in animal products.”

The punishment for “interference” would be a maxi-
mum 30 days in jail and a $250 fine: the penalty for “conspir-
acy,” would be amaximum of 90 daysin jail ora$750 fine. The
fine for “conspiring” organizations would be $4,000.

The Ohio Council of Retail Merchants is supporting
the bill, claiming that protests outside fur stores are “a threat
to orderly commerce.”

Ohio members should please write Governor Richard
Celeste,State House, Columbus, Qhio 43226, asking that this
bill be scrapped. &

PALAU MONKEYS NEED YOUR HELP

The monkeys living on the tropical island of Palau face
mass deportation to research laboratories.

Palau is located in the South Pacific ocean between
Guam and the Philippines. Wild crab-eating monkeys, descen-
dants of pet animals, have lived on the island since around
1900. Governor Abel Susuki of Angaur State, Palau, contacted
the US Fish and Wildlife Service in 1989, noting that during a
meeting on 30 March 1989, Angaur legislators had asked him:

To takeall the necessary stepsin orderto get the whole
population on Angaur Island, be irradicated (sic).

According to Governor Susuki, the monkeys destroy
crops of vegetables, bananas and other fruits.

Susuki noted that :

We have asked the help of a Filipino Company called
SICONBREC ... toship out the monkeys, the final destina-
tion would be Shamrock Farms in the United Kingdom or
Primate Products in California.

Boththese firmsare animal dealers specializing in the
sale of primates to research laboratories. SICONBREC was
recently sold to a Japanese animal dealership (the Kasho
Company).

According to Susuki, Fritz Walter Lange, a German
national then President of SICONBREC, had recently visited
Palau and told the authorities that a CITES export permit
would be needed for exportation of monkeys from Palau.
Susuki stated that the island monkey population had been es-
timated at 1,000 by one source and 5,000 by another.

Susuki asked that the US Fish and Wildlife Service treat
issuance of an export permit as “a matter of urgency.”

Previous efforts have been made to get all the monkeys
removed from Palau. Some years ago, the Washington Re-
gional Primate Center tried to get the animals, However, this
effort was aborted following IPPL intervention in opposition

DY

to the plan to move the monkeys to a laboratory which kills
hundreds of monkeysannually. IPPL’s successful battle against
the forced relocation of the Palau monkeys won us the enmity
of Dr. Douglas Bowden of the Washington Primate Center
who wrote a strong personal denunciation of Shirley McGreal
for use in Immuno’s lawsuit against her and others!

IPPL drew the latest plans to eliminate the Palau mon-
key population to the attention of Dr. Frank Poirier, an anthro-
pologist with Ohio State University. Poirier studied the mon-
keys of Palau some years ago, and feels that the animals are a
“non-problem.”

Individual problem monkeys can be translocated or
humanely destroyed. Even better, aversive conditioning meth-
ods can be used, as has been done with baboons in some parts
of Africa. To wipe out a fascinating group of animals, who
provide valuable material for studies of micro-evolution, seems
cruel, inhumane, and unnecessary to IPPL.

Letters are urgently needed. Please contact

The Director
US Fish and Wildlife Service
Washington DC 20240

Ask thatno permit be issued for exportation of the Palau
macaques. Request that the Service organize a census of the
Palau macaque population and work with the local people to
minimize human-monkey conflicts. Please write also to:

The President of the Republic of Palau
Koror, Republic of Palau TT 96940

Ask courteously that the Angaur monkeys not be ex-
ported. US members can send mail to Palau at US postage rates
(25 cents for the first ounce, 20 cents for each extra ounce).

Apnrl 1960



PALAU MONKEYS CONTINUED

STATEMENT ON THE PALAU MONKEYS

by Dr. Frank Poirier

Once again, the Angaur monkeys are facing trapping or
eradication. The reason given for this action is that the mon-
keys are allegedly agricultural pests. Only two scientific stud-
ies of the Angaur monkeys have been done, my own in 1973
and that of one of my Ph.D. students (Dan Farslow) in 1980-
81. Both studies failed to support the claim that the monkeys
on Angaur are agricultural pests. If the request to eradicate the
monkeys 1s approved, it is my firm opinion that it CANNOT
be bolstered by an argument that the monkeys are agricultural
pests.

Both my study and that by Dr. Farslow indicated that
many residents of Angaur wanted the monkeys to remain.
Perhaps that situation still exists. Please be wary of any claims
stating that the residents of Angaur wish the monkeys re-
moved. In the past, such claims were made by a few individu-
als claiming to speak for all the island’s residents. Claims for
removal were supported by US officials stationed on Koror:
however, these individuals knew nothing of the Angaur situ-
ation.

As to the number of monkeys on the island, the high
estimate of 5,000 animals is surely inflated. Perhaps there are
1,000-2,000 animals, perhaps there are less. We estimated a
population of 500-600 animals in 1973 and Farslow estimated
800-900 animals in 1980-81. Unless the situation has changed

drastically, not all these animals raid agricultural plots. Most
raiding occurred in the southern part of the island. Here,
Farslow estimated thatas high as 90% of the plants in some taro
plots were visited by monkeys. However, other plots were
untouched.

The Angaur monkeys are a unique population. These
animals were introduced to Angaur from Indonesia less than
100 years ago. Since that time, they have evolved in isolation
on the island. They have survived saturation bombings and
invasions by US forces during World War II and two devastat-
ing typhoons. The current population must show the genetic
effects of founder, drift and bottleneck. These monkeys are a
significant population for field research that should be retained
untouched.

Perhaps an argument can be made for selective destruc-
tion of some animals, those near agricultural plots, but NO
argument citing crop raiding can be supported for wholesale
eradication or removal. Even if there is selective culling, I do
not think it can be justified on agricultural damage alone. What
is the real motive behind these occasional attempts to remove
these monkeys? WHO STANDS TO PROFIT? In 1975, a
similar scheme for removal and eradication was rejected. Are
the same people making the current argument? B

JAPANESE SCIENTISTS PROTEST BONOEO
CAPTURE PLAN

According to the February 1990 issue of Zeonooz, the
publication of the Zoological Society of San Diego, the captive
population of bonobos (formerly known as Pygmy chimpan-
zees), is insufficient and therefore “more individuals are re-
quired from Zaire” (the only country where bonobos live) for
San Diego and other US zoos “to diversify the gene pool.”

Therefore, representatives of the US zoos’ “Bonobo
Species Survival Plan” are planning to go to Zaire to discuss
with officials of the Zairean Institute for the Conservation of
Nature, “how the SSP can best help them preserve their
animals and to discuss bringing new animals into captive
reproduction programs.”

The Zoonooz article was greeted with outrage by four
distinguished Japanese field primatologists who have studied
Bonobos at Wamba, Djolu District, in the state of Equateur.
Drs. Tayoshi Kano, Toshisada Nishida, Suchisa Kuroda, and
Takeshi Furuichi, all of Kyoto University, sent a letter to
Douglas Myers, Executive Director of the San Diego Zoologi-
cal Society, extracts of which follow:

Since 1973, we and other Japanese, American and
Zairean field workers have been studying the bonobos at
Wamba. Also in Zaire, intensive [non-invasive] research is
being carried out by Americans in the Lomako District and
by Spanish primatologists in the Lilanga Forest.

This February we read your message to the members
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BONOBO CAPTURE CONTINUED:

of your Society which appeared in “Zoonooz.” We must tell
you that we were greatly shocked by it. For the reasons given
below, we consider that your proposal to capture wild bono-
bos from Zaire is a great threat fo the well-being of these wild
populations and the ongoing research on them.

1) As you currently state, poaching for food and the
pet frade occur in most areas where the species is found.
There remain only a few undisturbed local populations in
Zaire. The groups found in Wamba, Lomako, and Lilanga
are rare examples. Your statement that Zaire has bonobos in
a large preserve is not correct.

2) Our field site at Wamba is currently part of a small
bonobo preserve. However in spite of this, TWICE under
direct authority of the Zairean Government, bonobos we
were studying have been captured. In both cases they were
captured in the preserve, near Wamba. Not only is such
activity high at Wamba, but it is made easier because.of our
efforts to habituate the bonobos to humans. In the same
manner, if habituation of the bonobo proceeds further at
Lomako and Lilinga, they too will face the same grave
danger. The populations that will suffer most through gov-
ernment sanctioned capturing of bonobo are those small
undisturbed populations of the highest scientific value now
being studied.

In the two above-mentioned instances of capturing, 5-
10 bonobos were lost each time. This had a devastating effect
on the local population and our research. We would like you
to be aware of the fact that for the capture of 3 live bonobos,
their mothers and other individuals were killed while at-
tempting to protect them.

For the above stated reasons, we feel that your plan to
diversify the gene pool of the world’s bonobo zoo population
is potentially a disastrous threat to the last remaining wild
populations of this species. Regardless of the reasons for
wanting to capture wild bonobos, such an attempt should be
avoided at all costs.

The last major effort to capture wild bonobos was
undertaken by the Yerkes Primate Center, Atlanta, Georgia,
in cooperation with the US National Academy of Sciences
(NAS). In 1975, five Pygmy chimpanzees arrived at Yerkes
from Zaire, two of whom died shortly after arrival. The animals
were sent “on loan,” but, in spite of a December 1975 Zairean
request for the return of the animals, the survivors are still at
Yerkes. The purpose of the transfer of the animals was,
according to the NAS/Yerkes/Zaire contract, to establish “the
biomedical importance of the animals.”

Part of the Yerkes/NAS project would have involved
capturing around 80 Pygmy chimpanzees and moving them to
an island in Lake Tumba, Zaire.

The Yerkes/NAS planselicited strong opposition led by
IPPL Board member Dr. William McGrew, who circulated a
petition opposing the project. Shirley McGreal led the battle
from IPPL Headquarters. Both were showered with vehement
abuse from the late Dr. Geoffrey Bourne, then Director of
Yerkes. Efforts were made to get signers of the petition to
withdraw their names but only one did and he was looking for
a job at the time!

Y -y Y

Two supporters of the Bourne/Yerkes project were Drs.
Adrian Kortlandt of the Netherlands and David Chivers of
England. In an “Open Letter” dated October 1975, Chivers
expressed strong support for the Bourne project and fear of
“the disastrous results a similar petition might have in
Southeast Asia,” where he was studying gibbons. In a letter
dated to IPPL dated 23 December 1976, Chivers denounced
the McGrew petition as an ‘“‘irresponsible and inaccurate
action based on ignorance, deceit, and so forth.”

Later, through the US Freedom of Information Act
(FOIA), IPPL learned that any *“‘deceit” that existed was on
Bourne’s side. Documents obtained under FOIA showed that
the Yerkes project was indeed biomedical in orientation, and
that the US Navy had contributed funds to the project as it
thought the Bonobo might be a useful model for the study of
“burns, bleeding and shock.” Publication by IPPL of the
“burns, bleeding and shock” memorandum totally destroyed
the credibility of the Yerkes/NAS Bonobo project, which
collapsed.

THIS WAS ANOTHER OF IPPL’S VICTORIES
WHICH ENRAGED EXPERIMENTERS. A SMALL
ORGANIZATIONHAD SAVED HUNDREDS OF BONO-
BOS FROM A POTENTIALLY HARMFUL PROJECT
SUPPORTED BY HUGE GOVERNMENTAL AND
PRIVATE VESTED INTERESTS IN EXPLOITATION
OF PRIMATES.

Further details of the Bonobo Species Survival Plan’s
efforts to obtain more wild-caught animals will be published in
future IPPL Newsletters. Since the Bonobo is now listed as
“Endangered” on the US Endangered Species List, wild-
caught animals could not be imported to the United States
without an import permit which would be difficult to obtain.
The zoos have stated that the bonobos to be exported will be
“confiscated pets.” However, this is an opening for abuse as
“pets” could be “made-to-order.”

IPPL commends the Japanese primatologists for the
stand they are taking on behalf of their study animals and hopes
that Zairean authorities will not accept any proposal that could
harm wild populations of bonobos. All too often, zoo conser-
vation projects have “stringsattached,” - animals to add to their
collections. IPPL would welcome more unconditional zoo
involvement in wildlife conservation and protection.

Should you wish to raise questions about this proposed
project, please write a courteous letter to:

Dr. Mbaelele Mankoto
Institut Zairois pour la Conservation de la Nature
B.P. 868

Kinshasa 1, Zaire

Dr. Mankoto is a very well-educated and dedicated
conservationist and we are sure he will be interested in your
opinions. @



IT'S TIME TO STOP EATING MONKEYS

According to Georgetown University
(Washington DC) researcher Dr. Vanessa
Hirsch, HIV-2, the form of AIDS virus found
most frequently in Africa, probably origi-
nated when a similar virus found ir. the sooty
mangabey monkey was transmitted to a
human at some time in the past century,
either by a bite or through the eating of
monkey flesh.

All over Africa, hundreds of thou-
sands, if not millions, of monkeys are eaten
annually. “Bush meat” is extremely popular.
It is time for foreign assistance programs to
help develop alternative sources of protein.
Monkey eating may be one facior in the

AIDS epidemic that is causing such suffering
all over the African continent. Yet IPPL
knows of no public health warnings to edu-
cate Africans about the hazards of eating
monkey meat, in the way that Americans are
wamned of the dangers of smoking and high
cholesterol diets. A change of diet would
improve African people’s health and also
assist in the conservation and protection of
monkeys.

Dr. Hirsch told the 1990 American
Association for the Advancement of Science
conference, “I would say it’s very danger-
ous to own any kind of African primate.”

African Meat Market

asaip MONKEY
SCANDAL WIDENS

The August 1986 issue of the IPPL Newsletter told how
341 squirrel monkeysand 20 owl monkeys were exported from
Bolivia in January 1986 to the United States for supposedly
“crucial” malaria research, in spite of Bolivia’s export ban on
monkeys.

The gallant Bolivian Wildlife Society protested the
exportation and Society President Reginald Hardy flew to the
United States o try to get the monkeys returned to Bolivia for
rchabilitation and eventual release to the wild. Hardy was
rebuffed at every turn. Later, he suffered a stroke from which
he never fully recovered. He died on 26 May 1989, a great loss
to the wildlife protection movement in Bolivia and the world.

The monkeys were obtained for use in a malaria re-
search program funded by USAID through a contract with the
American Institute of Biological Sciences. Dr. James Erickson
supervised the program for USAID.

Now it scems that Dr. Erickson will join the surviving
monkeys - behind bars. In February 1990, he pleaded guilty in
the US District Court in Alexandria to three criminal charges,
including receiving payments totalling $20,380 for arranging
the sale of 600 monkeys needed in the project. Erickson admit-
ted that he had arranged that all owl and squirrel monkey
procurements would be handled by a man who would share a
portion of his $54,250 profits.

Erickson also admitted that he had a share in a firm
called IIR and D in Guatemala which received $88,000 for
work on a USAID research grant. Erickson admitted that he
controlled the IIR and D bank account in Guatemala and
received $8,000 every two months from it.

Erickson faces penalties of up to five years in prison and
a fine up to $250,000. Sentencing is set for 6 April 1990.

The person who helped arrange the monkey deals was
indicted on US federal conspiracy charges. IPPL does not
know his identity. Also charged were the head of the Univer-

sity of Hawaii’s tropical medicine program and an assistant.

Many of the squirrel and owl monkeys have now died.
IPPL believes thatit is now time toreturn any healthy monkeys
to Bolivia for rehabilitation and release. Please write 1o:

The Director, USAID
State Department
Washington, DC 20523

Express your concern at USAID’s monkey acquisition
activities, requesting that the US not seek exceptions to laws
and treaties protecting primates, and calling for the surviving
monkeys from the 1986 Bolivia shipment to be returned to
their homeland. B

PRIMATE
CONFISCATION [N
SWITZERLGND

On 28 February 1989, a Swiss national returning from
a visit to Brazil smuggled four common marmosets into
Switzerland. All were unweaned infants. When wildlife au-
thorities learned about the importation some weeks later, they
seized the three surviving marmosets and fined the importer 20
times the cost of the animals.

The Swiss investigation revealed that the Swiss man
had been staying in the town of Recife, Brazil. While on the
beach, he was approached by a street vendor offering marmo-

sets for sale. He didn’t buy immediately but later decided to
take some marmosets back with him to Switzerland. An em-

ployee of the Sea View Hotel then took him to a shop where 30
marmoscts and many birds were offered for sale.

He was informed, certainly falsely, that the animals
were all captive-bred. On asking for a health certificate, the
tourist was taken by the hotel employee to a veterinarian
named Emanuel Florencio, who provided a cestificate.

The animals were placed in a small crate and shipped as

iPPL
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PRIMATE CONFISCATION CONTINUED-

luggage. Several other tourists on the same plane reportedly
carried wild animals home with them.

The marmosets, an Appendix II species under the
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species
(CITES) were not accompanied by a CITES export document.
Brazilian law No. 5197 bans the exportation of all native
wildlife. The Swiss authorities contacted the Brazilian Insti-
tute of Forest Development asking the Institute to put an end
to the sale of protected wildlife to tourists.

If all countries enforced CITES as rigorously as Swit-
zerland did in this and several previous incidents, the world
would be a safer place for wild animals.

With the summer tourist season approaching, please
consider writing a “Letter to the Editor” of your local
newspaper drawing the attention of readers to the
problems of wildlife in foreign countries. Request
readers never to buy any live animal or bird, or any
wildlife product such as fur, skin, ivory, or tortoise-
shell. Request that travellers never have their photo-
graphs taken with chimpanzees, monkeys, or lion
cubs (a big racket at many of the world’s beach
resorts and one which involves gross cruelty). Point
outthatinternationallaws and treaties control move-
ment of live animals and animal products and that
returning tourists are likely to have their animals/
animal products confiscated and may even face
prosecution. Here is a wonderful way for the “arm-
chair activist” to help wild animals.

BURMESE MONKEYS
OFFERED FOR SALE

The animal dealer G. Van den Brink of Soest, in the
Netherlands, is circulating offers of Burmese Rhesus monkeys
for sale.

According Mr. Frans M. Van den Brink, President of
the firm, “All animals were born at the Zoological Gardens of
Rangoon, Burma.” However, says the dealer, they are now
located at the firm’s breeding farm “45 kilometers from the
capital” Animals are exported from Burma to the dealer’s
farm in the Netherlands, where they are quarantined in prepa-
ration for sale.

According to Mr. Vanden Brink: Qur relations with
the Burmese authorities, as well as with the Rangoon Zoo-
logical Gardens, are excellent. .. We have been cooperating
with them for a great many years now and thus distributed a
large number of Indian elephants - originating from Burma
- to zoological gardens all over the world,

India, Bangladesh and Thailand have all banned
export of Rhesus monkeys. It is deplorable that Burma, an
impoverished nation, should have been persuaded to allow a
foreign animal dealer to exploit its dwindling wildlife. The
only other nation exporting Rhesus monkeys is China, which
is rapidly becoming the World’s “Number One Environ-
mental Outlaw,” having recently announced that it will con-
tinue ivory importation and trafficking, in spite of the world
ban on ivory trading brought about by the severe depletion of
elephants slaughtered for their tusks.

PRIMATES DIE &S BURMESE FORESTS
DESTROYED

Nine primate species are being decimated as Thailand-
based logging companies are destroying the lovely forests of
Eastern Burma.

These species include are the slow loris, the silvered
leaf monkey, the Phayre’s leaf monkey, the crab-eating ma-
caque, the pigtail macaque, the Rhesus macaque, the Assa-
mese macaque, the stumptail macaque, and the Hoolock gib-
bon.

Burma is ruled by a brutal military dictatorship with a
flagrant disregard of human rights. Opposition politicians
have been jailed. Many intemational aid agencies have sus-
pended assistance to Burma.

As a result, the government is selling off Burma’s
natural resources cheaply to obtain money to buy weapons to
keep itself in power. Most deals go through the “Associated
Business Consultancy Services” which is controlled by the
son-in-law of dictator Ne Win.

Thailand has decimated its own forests to such anextent
that there have been serious problems with flooding and
erosion. As a result of the November 1988 flood disaster in
deforested Southern Thailand, the Thai Government banned
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all logging nationwide.

The applause of conservation organizations around the
world turned out to be premature. Thai logging firms continued
their depredations in Thailand, and, even worse, started de-
stroying the forests of neighboring Burma, Laos and Cambo-
dia. Nineteen Thai logging companies are now operating in
Burma, almost all run by prominent Thai politicians and Army
chiefs and their relatives. Plans are under way for construction
of a bridge from Mae Sot in Thailand to Myawaddy in Burma,
which would serve no other purpose than to facilitate shipment
of Burmese logs across the Moei River to Thailand.

Burma is only partly controlled by the Rangoon Gov-
ernment. The forests in the government-controlled areas have
been severely deforested. However, those in rebel-held areas
are still largely intactand are home to a wide variety of wildlife.
The leading rebel groups in Burma are the Karen, the Karenni,
the Mon and the Shan.

U. Nu, the last freely elected leader of Burma, has stated
that: We have had forestry conservation since the British
were here, but now there is no provision for it, our forests will
disappear.



PRIMATES DIE CONTINUED . ‘

In the north of Burma, loggers, sometimes after arrang-
ing deals for free passage of logs with narcotics traffickers, are
rapidly destroying the forests.

In the south and east, some of the rebellious factions are
cooperating with the Thai plunderers of the forests, taking
money to allow safe passage of logs. Some of the rebel leaders
have, however, vowed to attack logging operations. The Bur-
mese Army, in order to protect the logging rackets, is attacking
the Karen rebels’ strongholds along the Thai border.

Thousands of Karen villagers have fled to Thailand
since the Burmese troops have been attacking the villages.
Houses have been burned down so that opponents of logging
are forced to abandon the areas. The Burmese Army’s goal is
to open a passageway for the logs.

Burmese residents of Thailand have been asking for
help from Thai conservation groups. In a letter to the Editor of
the Nation, Nyein Chan stated: As a Burmese, I protest Thai
logging deals in my country, which were concluded without
the consent of the Burmese people and their interest at heart.
I hereby call on all true lovers of nature to join in protesting
the Thai logging deals in Burma. Do not let your silence
suggest that your love for nature is limited only to your own
country.

Solely to line the pockets of Burmese and Thai logging
firms and their corrupt government protectors, the forests of
Burma are rapidly disappearing. With wise management, they
could last for many more generations. Along with the forests,
their primate denizens will disappear.

There are several things you can do about this situation.

1) Do not buy any hardwood products made in
Thailand as the wood for such items comes mainly from
plundered forests. Be careful to avoid teak products such as
furniture and salad bowls. Check the labels on all imported
wood products. If in doubt, don’t buy them. Tell your friends
about the situation and try to interest other animal protection
groups to which you belong.

2) Please write the Prime Minister of Thailand ask-
ing that the activities of Thai logging companies in Burma
be suspended until environmental safeguards are in place
to protect the forests and the animals.

Address: Major General Chatichai Choonhavan

Prime Minister
Government House
Nakhorn Pathom Road
Bangkok 10200, Thailand

The costof overseas air mail is 45 cents per half-ounce,
90 cents per ounce.

3) Please send a letter to your Representative (House of
Representatives, Washington DC 20515) in support of House
Bill HR 2578 that would prohibit the importation to the United
States of all teakwood products and fish originating in Burma.
Please write your senator expressing support for the matching
Senate bill (US Senate, Washington DC 20510). Overseas
members should write the Head of State of their country
seeking a ban on importation of Burmese hardwood and ocean
products.

4) For further details and press clippings, please send a
check for $10 to Edith T. Mirante, Project Maje, 14 Dart-
mouth Road, Cranford NJ 07016. Ms. Mirante is fighting a
gallant battle to save Burma’s forests and her efforts deserve
support. B
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6 NOTE ON THE
HOOLOCK GIBBON

by Ardith Eudey

The Hoolock gibbon is the second largest of the gibbon
species, being second in size only to the siamang, and the sexes
are differently colored: the adult female is pale brown with a
white brow and facial outline, while the adult male is black
with white eyebrows. Hoolocksare found in a variety of forests
between the Brahmaputraand SalweenRivers in India, Burma,
China, and Bangladesh. There have been virtually no studies
of this gibbon in Burma since the Vernay-Hopwood-Chindwin
expedition was conducted in the mid-1930s. Although recent
information suggests that Hoolock gibbons have disappeared
from many forested areas in Burma, a substantial number of
sightings have been reported along the lower Salween River,
aregion of intensive logging.

PRIMATES CAUGHT
FOR RETROVIRUS
STUDIES

Atthe 4th International Conference on AIDS and Asso-
ciated Cancers in Africa held in Marseille, France, from 18-20
October 1989, a report was presented on the examination of
wild primates in the Central African Republic. Hundreds of
monkeys had been obtained to study what researchers call
“Simian AIDS,” (which is caused by a different virus from the
one which causes human AIDS). 1t is not clear whether the
primates were live-trapped, killed or obtained in other ways.

However, the number of animals tested raises concerns
about the possible harmful effects on wild primates should
large-scale retroviral studies on wild-caught primates con-
tinue.

The research was performed by the Institut Pasteur,
Bangui, Central African Republic. The animals were obtained
during 1987-89 and included:

80 Green monkeys
55 Patas monkeys
51 Chacma baboons
45 Red-tailed guenons
35 Putty-nosed guenons
28 Mona monkeys

8 De Brazza’s monkey

7 Colobus guereza

3 Chimpanzees

I Talapoin monkey
21 Mustached guenons
10 Crested mangabeys

TOTAL: 344 MONKEYS
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SMUGGLED GORILLAS SOLD FOR WORLD
RECORD PRICE

Professor Hideo Obara, Chairman of TRAFFIC/Japan
has sent a strong letter to the Mayor of Chiba City in protest of
the Chiba City Municipal Zco’s purchase of 2 poached gorillas
for 86 million yen ($575,000).

Dr. Obara contended that the actions of Chiba City
show contempt for wildlife trade laws, undermine gorilla
conservation efforts in Africa, and make a mockery of zoo
community ethics.

The two young lowland gorillas were imported from
Spain in May 1987 by the notorious Japanese animal dealer
Aritake Chojuten, a notorious trader in gorillas, chimpan-
zees, and other endangered primate species. Chojuten paid US
$80,000 for the animals. According to Chojuten, the ani-
mals had been “captive-born” at the Ringland Circus in Aldea,
Tortosa, Spain.

This claim proved to be false. IPPL’s Spanish
Representatives, Peggy and Simon Templer, visited the cir-
cusand found thatitdid not own any adult gorilias. The gorillas
had in fact been smuggled from Africa to Spain for “launder-
ing” (issuance of fraudulent export documents).

The Japanese Government forced the animal dealer to
retain the animals for some time, claiming that local law
prevented confiscation of the smuggled animals (clearly, an
idiotic law in need of change).

However, in September 1988, 16 months after the
importation, the Japanese Government received a letter from
Eugene Lapointe, the controversial Secretary-General of the
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species,
recommending that it “take prompt action to ensure the
removal of the animals to an appropriate zoo.” Lapointe
stated: I presume you are concerned that both the Japanese
Government and the animal dealer may be criticized by the
international conservation groups. However,Iam conyinced
that this is not the case and that, therefore, you should not
hesitate to move them.

Lapointe seemed confident that IPPL and other organi-
zations would not protest the shipment, possibly because of the
delayed sale. Needless to say, he was quite wrong!

Now the deal has been completed and the zoo which
planned to import the gorillas will have received them, paying
a world record price for them. The result of the huge price is
that other dealers, looking for the blood-money profits that
baby gorillas bring, will try desperately to get hold of animals
withno concern for the brutal slaughter of adult gorillas during
capture operations.

Extracts from Dr. Obara’s letter to the Mayor of Chiba
City follow: We can only conclude that these two animals
were the unfortunate victims of gorilla poaching in Africa
and laundered through Spain te Japan. While TRAFFIC
deeplyregrets thatthe currentlegal systemin Japan prevents
these animals from being confiscated, we earnestly believe
that commercial animal dealers should not be allowed fo
profit from wildlife transactions which do not fully comply
with CITES import restrictions. We therefore find it appall-
ing to learn that the Chiba Zoo, the municipal 700 of your
city, is posed t¢ purchase these two animals for the extraor-
dinary sum of 86 million yen. Indeed, we believe this is the

highest price ever paid for a pair of gorillas anywhere in the
world! When we consider that the declared value of these two
animals at the time of importation was 11,188,000 yen, it is
clear that the animal dealer has been able to realize windfall
profits. . . an irresponsible use of taxpayers’ money.

1t is further distressing to note that the Chiba Zoo
seems to be a chronic offender. In October 1984 another
gorilla was illegally imported into Japan for sale to the Chiba
Zoo. This unfortunate animal was smuggled out of the
Cameroun, butwas confiscated by the Japanese Government
and regretfully died at the Tobu Zoo in 1987.

IPPL requests members to send letters protesting the
Chiba City Zco’s acquisition of poached gorillas to:

Mayor Asahi Matsui
1-1 Minato
Chiba City, Chiba Prefecture
Japan
Overseas air mail from the United States cost 45 cents
per half-ounce, 90 cents per ounce.

UPCOMING
CONFERENCES

The International Primatological Society (IPS)
will hold its biennial Congress in Nagoya and Kyoto,
Japan, from 18-24 July 1990. Non-members may attend
this Congress. The program is varied. Field primatolo-
gists and primate experimenters present their research
findings. Following the Congress, field trips are avail-
able to visit free-living Japanese macaques and Japa-
nese laboratories.

Following the IPS Congress, there will be an
international symposium on “Primates - An Update” in
New Delhi, India. The conference isbeing organized by
Dr. P. K. Seth. The registration fee of $200 (US)
includes room, board, lccal transportation, and one day
of sight-seeing. For further informationabout the Indian
meeting, please contact either of the following:

Dr.P. K. Seth
Department of Anthropology
University of Delhi
Delhi, 110 007, India,

Dr. F. E. Poirier
Department of Anthropology
208 Lord Hall, Ohio State University
124 West 17th Avenue
Columbus OH 43210-1364.
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POLAND JOINS
ENDANGERED SPECIES
CONVENTION

During 1989, IPPL waged a long battle against “The
Polish Connection.” We uncovered a series of incidents in
which primates were smuggled from Asia to Polish zoos on
false documents. The Polish zoos set up an “investigating
committee” which predictably declared the zoos “innocent” in
spite of the clear and obvious fraudulent nature of the docu-
ments that accompanied the shipments. The Polish Committee
expressed no concern for the large numbers of animals killed
to supply this crooked trade or at the fate of the animals that
died in transit or at the z0os.

However, as aresult of the international furor over “The
Polish Connection,” Poland ratified the Convention on Inter-
national Trade in Endangered Species in December 1989 and
is supposed to have begun implementing the treaty in March
1990.

During our study of illegal trading by mid-European
z00s, IPPL learned that two orangutans had been smuggled
from Sumatra, Indonesia, to Czechoslovakia on phony export
documents claiming that the animals were “captive-bormn™ at a
non-existent zoo in war-ravaged Cambodia. IPPL has learned
from the director of the Dvur Kralove Zoo, Czechoslovakia,
that the animals were acquired by the film production unit of
the Czech Government. Currently, they are housed at a Czech
z00. There are no plans to return these smuggled orangutans to
Indonesia, as they have been entered into the “Orangutan
Species Survival Plan” run by the world’s zoos.

MAKING A4
DIFFERENCE

The 1 February 1990 issue of the US magazine Family
Circle contains an excellent article telling the magazine’s 22
millionreaders how they,as individuals, can have an impacton
world problems such as ozone depletion, rain-forest destruc-
tion, and global warming.

Thearticle is accompanied by 101 practical suggestions
on things an average person can do to make his/her lifestyle
less harmful to the environment.

If you are unable to obtain a copy of this excellent
article, please send a stamped self-addressed envelope to
IPPL, PO Box 766, Summerville, SC 29484 and we will mail
you a free copy.

Question: who made these comments?

WHO SAID THIS?

1) “Chimpanzees have not been useful in the study of the pathogenesis of AIDS.”
2) “All attempts at immunoprophylaxis {in chimpanzees] have been unsuccessful.”
Answer: These statements quoted in the Annals of Internal Medicine (March 1989) were made by none other than Dr. Anthony

S. Fauci, Director of the US National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, a leading AIDS researcher, who, in spite of
these comments, supports the use of chimpanzees in AIDS experimentation.

DELTG PROTESTS
UNFGVORABLE
INSPECTION REPORT

Furious at receiving an unfavorable inspection report
from a US Department of Agriculture (USDA) inspector,
former military experimenter Peter Gerone, currently Direc-
tor of the Delta Regional Primate Center, Covington, Louisi-
ana, USA, sent an irate protest letter to James Glosser,
Administrator of the USDA Animal Plant and Health Inspec-
tion Service (APHIS).

The inspector, Dr. Lynn Bourgeois, had cited Delta for
5 deficiencies, and had given the facility 30 days to come into
compliance.

Gerone stated: The point I am making is that USDA,
without intending to do so, is playing into the hands of the
animal rights/antivivisectionists whose stated goal is to abolish
animalresearch. Suchareport willmake the Ingrid Newkirks
of PETA and the Shirley McGreals of the International
Primate Protection League very happy... We would not
quarrel with any of the points made by the inspector. He
could have told us about them and we would have corrected
them immediately. What I do quarrel with is having these
stated in writing and giving us a written ultimatum to correct
them in 30 days. . .

Jim, I think you will agree that anyone reading the
inspection report can only get a negative impression of this
Center. It contains nothing that could be construed as posi-
tive. I am very proud of this Center . . . In the past 3 years, I
have spentin excess of one million dollars in new equipment
and facilities for animals. If we can’t pass inspections, who
can?

In closing, I want to emphasize that I am not criticiz-
ing Dr. Lynn Bourgeois. He has usually been quite reason-
able when he has been here for inspections, and I am
speculating that this has come down from above. That is why
Iam writing to you. I am convinced that, if you are trying to
placate the animal rights activists by nit-picking inspections,
you are engaged in an exercise in futility and you will only
serve to do us irreparable harm. You will only satisfy them if
youdecide to ban animal research ... I apologize for thislong
letter, but it is an issue that is very important to us and all the
labaoratories that undergo APHIS inspections.

IPPL
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GABON’'S ENVIABLE
“"POPULATION
PROBLEM”

An IPPL member sent us her notes on a program that
wag presented on Radio 4 in the United Kingdom in January
1990. Elizabeth Blunt reported from Gabon that the lack of
people is noticeable, even in Libreville, the nation’s capital.
The nation’s population was reported as between 800,000 and
1 million people. Gabon is rich in iron ore, oil and timber, and
the small population enjoys a high standard of living compared
with many countries of Africa such as Ethiopia where abysmal
poverty and starvation prevail.

The rain-forest of Gabon is home to gorillas, chimpan-
zees, and many other endangered species.

In spite of opposition from the World Bank, the Presi-
dent of Gabon decided to build arailway from Libreville to his
home area around the city of Franceville, a railway which
opened up large areas of forest for exploitation.

The Gabonese Government was reported to be worried
about the low birth rate in the country (the President has no
children) and this is one of the main reasons why the Interna-
tional Medical Research Center in Franceville was estab-
lished. The facility has a colony of chimpanzees and other
primates but now concentrates on disease studies, including
studies of AIDS viruses found in wild-caught chimpanzees
housed at the laboratory. Isolation facilities for primates are
under construction.

Our member commented: In view of the disastrous
consequences of over-population in many parts of the Third
World, I thoughtit unfortunate that Elizabeth Blunt chose to
conclude her report by saying that the Gabon is a beautiful
country and all it needs now is for the people to arrive, It is
apitythatitappears thatthe Gabonese have not learned from
the droughts and famines brought about by human popula-
tion pressures in other countries, they should count it a
blessing that their birth rate has so far remained low.

MONKEY PROBLEMS
IN THE GAMBIA

According to the October 1989 issue of Oryx, the
journal of Britain’s Fauna Preservation Society, monkeys are
faring badly in The Gambia, West Africa, a country well-
known for its pioneering chimpanzee rehabilitation projects.

Dawn Starin reported that there are 5 monkey species
in The Gambia, the red colobus, the green monkey, the patas
monkey, the Guinea baboon and the Campbell’s monkey. The
problems faced by the monkeys result from:

1) Habitat Destruction: primate habitat is being de-
stroyed and fragmented. Between 1982 and 1985, approxi-
mately 40 hectares of mixed forest in one area was reduced to
savannah, and over 35 red colobus monkeys living in the forest
disappeared, possibly due to hunting or bush fires.

2) Hunting: Starin found little evidence of hunting for
food and none of hunting for medicinal reasons, bait or skin.
However, baboons, patas monkeys and green monkeys were
hunted because of their crop-raiding activities. There are large-
scale communal “monkey hunts” in some villages. Dead
monkeys are used as “scarecrows” in some areas. Campbell’s
monkeys have been virtually wiped out from the country.
Small numbers of monkeys were kept as pets, usually on short
chains. Because of the increasing human population of The
Gambia, man-monkey conflict is likely to increase.

3) Capture for research: In January 1979, 12 red
colobus monkeys were shot and tested for yellow fever anti-
bodies (a procedure that could have been done by tranquil-
lizing the animals and drawing blood). Although primates and
all other animals enjoy paper protection in The Gambia, the
nation’s frontiers are not well guarded and large numbers of
Gambian monkeys are illegally trapped and smuggled to
Senegal for onward export annually. The conditions in which
this trade is conducted are appalling and were investigated and
photographed in 1987 by the Environmental Investigation
Agency.

Starin reports that only two areas are protected by the
Wildlife Conservation Department: these are the Abuko Na-
ture Reserve and the River Gambia National Park, which is the
site of the chimpanzee rehabilitation project. Starin expresses
concern about the long-term effects of the chimpanzees on the
indigenous wildlife and the fact that their presence makes it
unlikely that the islands can ever be used for touristic or
educational purposes. The Forestry Department manages 66
parks totalling 34,027 hectares. Ms Starin feels that these could
form the basis of aconservation program if 1) efforts are made
to police and fence them and 2) to prevent humans from taking
up occupancy, setting fires, grazing and felling trees, and 3) if
the areas are made economically viable by educational tour-
ism.

Immediate needs are for a wildlife census, conserva-
tion education, local involvement in conservation, and, for
primates, programs of non-lethal monkey control. B

HURRICANE HUGO
UPDATE

The November 1989 issue of the IPPL Newsletter told
readers about Hurricane Hugo’s ferocious assault on IPPL
Headquarters in Summerville, South Carolina, on 21 Septem-
ber 1989. Thanks to several days of gruelling physical labor
“double tying down” all gibbon house and st