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Dear IPPL Member:

January 1995 will mark the beginning of IPPL’s 22nd year of service to our fellow—primates. Organizations
specializing in particular species of primates that have caught the public imagination (such as gorillas, orangu-
tans, and chimpanzees) proliferate, but IPPL has always worked hard for all primates—including the fascinating
macaques and baboons—and always will.

1994 saw a big court victory for IPPL. In 1990, soon after IPPL. asked the US Government to investigate
Miami animal dealer Matthew Block for orangutan smuggling, I was hit with an “intimidation lawsuit” by Block
under his business name. This lawsuit boomeranged, as IPPL worked even harder and, eventually, successfully,
to make sure the orangutan case got prosecuted. Three of the smuggled orangutan babies had died, and the US
government didn’t seem to care, so IPPL stood up for these pathetic victims of trade.

After Block’s indictment, he dropped his lawsuit, and I tried to get him and his lawyer sanctioned. There are
far too many frivolous lawsuits clogging our courts and stifling free speech in the United States. The appeals
court in Atlanta agreed with me, and ordered that Block’s company be sanctioned—and possibly his lawyer Paul
Bass also.

In November 1994, Dianne Taylor—Snow and I represented IPPL at the Fort Lauderdale Conference of the
Parties to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES). The conservation observer
groups present worked together closely in what we called the “Species Survival Network” (SSN).

There were some very strange “conservationists” present, including the Chairman of the Norwegian Whalers’
Association, whose sealskin jacket was confiscated, a large contingent of “big game hunters,” the head of a US
trappers’ association, and several international animal dealers.

SSN published a daily news bulletin Eco summarizing events. Eco was considered “unauthorized” literature
and had to be placed on open tables. Eco was so effective that it infuriated the “management” observers. One day
I even caught a trade lobbyist red~handed stalking off with a handful of Ecos!

There was a little good news from the conference: efforts by Norway to strip protection from the Minke whale
failed. South Africa withdrew its proposal to trade elephant hides (sadly, a South African proposal to export
sport-hunted rhino trophies passed). Efforts to weaken the treaty’s criteria for species protection failed.

But much of the news was dismal. A proposal to strengthen treaty enforcement by setting up a Law Enforce-
ment Working Group was rejected. An unenforced treaty is a joke. The proposal’s going down the drain was
partly due to circulation of an “anonymous” pamphlet, which falsely claimed that the existence of a law enforce-
ment working group would threaten “national sovereignty.” A “wildlife management” lobby which published its
own newsletter later reported its delight at rejection of the proposal, which it claimed was a “victory for the-
sovereignty of the States.”

For me the best part of the entire CITES conference was looking at the children’s art work and reading their
essays. Paintings by children from the Broward County schools filled every empty wall, and inspired hope for a
better future for the world’s wildlife when these kids grow up—if there is any wildlife left for them to save.

I would like to wish all IPPL members a happy holiday season and to thank all members for their generous
support of our organization in 1994. Together, let’s win more victories in 1995,

Appreciatively,

. Cover: This lovely drawing of
Shlrley McGreal IPPL sanctuary gibbon, lab vet-
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.@'QCDM/\)?/QV i % Michele Winstanley of IPPL (UK).
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MEET THE DRILL!

In the April 1993 issue of IPPL News, members were in-
troduced to the Pandrillus project. The project involves one
of Africa’s most endangered and least—known primates—the
drill. The drill’s scientific name is Mandrillus leucophaeus.

Few people have ever seen a drill, even primatologists
working in Africa. Drills are large short—tailed monkeys who
spend part of their lives on the ground and part in the trees.
They live in the rain-forest in groups usually consisting of
15-30 animals. Groups gather at certain seasons into tempo-
rary “super—groups” of up to 200 animals.

The only other member of this unusual monkey family is
the mandrill whose scien-
tific name is Mandrillus
sphinx. Both species show
extreme “sexual dimor-
phism,” a scientific term
meaning that the males and
females are very different.
Male drills and mandrills
weigh up to 35 kilograms,
with mature females being
only half their size.

Wild drills and man-
drills have hardly been
studied and their ecology
and behavior remain
largely a mystery. As yet,
only drills are listed in the
“endangered” category in
the World Conservation
Union’s Red Data Book. In
fact, they receive the
Union’s highest conserva-
tion priority for African
primates because of low
numbers and habitat loss.

Why Drills are
Endangered

There are 3 main reasons
for the drill’s critical status:

+ Their natural range is
only about 40,000
square kilometers
(smaller than West Virginia or Switzerland). This area
consists of the Cross River State, Nigeria: Southwest
Cameroon: and Bioko Island, Equatorial Guinea.
The drill’s habitat continues to be destroyed by log-
ging, agriculture and other human development —only
about half their original range is still usable for drills
and other forest wildlife.

J.C — A rescued adult male drill

« Drills are hunted for “bush-meat” despite legal pro-
tected status in Nigeria and the Cameroon.
Unfortunately there are few resources or incentives
for law enforcement. Hunting is the biggest threat to
their survival and drills are more vulnerable to local
methods than other monkeys. Dogs track the group
and hold them at bay in small trees, allowing the hunt-
ers to shoot several or even the whole group at once.
Today, hunting is mostly commercial. Drill meat 1s
sold for cash, not used for subsistence to feed the
hunter’s family, meaning that hunters kill as many

animals as possible, not
just what they need.

Drill Rescue Center
Founded

The “Drill Rehabilitation
and Breeding Center” was
founded by Liza Gadsby
and Peter Jenkins who have
worked as volunteers in
conservation and research
in Cross River State, a re-
gion containing much of
Nigeria’s estimated 5% re-
maining forest, since 1988.

Results of their drill sur-
vey in Nigeria (currently
continuing in Cameroon)
are a cause of dismay. They
show that drills might not
survive into the 21st cen-
tury without special
attention.

Drills are rarely seen in
captivity: nine zoos in the
USA and Europe work with
a small population of about
60 drills.

During their work, Liza
and Peter saw young drills,
by-products of the “bush—
meat” trade and orphaned
in infancy, living in solitary
captivity. They saw this as an inhumane disgrace and also
considered that, if brought together in one place, the drills
could live in family groups and maybe produce youngsters
to augment the diminishing population of this beleaguered
species.

In 1991, in collaboration with the state Ministry of Agri-
culture and Cross River National Park, they founded the
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Drill Rehabilitation and Breeding Center to rescue these

drills.

Project Funding

Peter and Liza started the project with their own money,
Land Rover, medical supplies, computer and other equip-
ment, but later formed an informal charity Pandrillus, to
magnetize much-needed assistance. The project is funded
by direct donations, much of which comes from Nigerian
sources. The rapid growth of Pandrillus is largely thanks to
its appeal as a grassroots initiative involving local residents,
businesses, media, and government.

In addition to local donations of cash, animal food, build-
ing materials, etc., the project receives important support from
the Fauna and Flora Preservation Society, the International
Zoo Veterinary group, British Airways Assisting Conserva-
tion, Apenheul Zoo in the Netherlands, and Hanover Zoo in
Germany.

IPPL (UK) provided tranquillizing dart equipment and
accepts donations on Pandrillus’ behalf in the USA.

27 Drills!

The project now shelters 27 drills, nearly 30% of the world
captive population, and also provides sanctuary for 7 young
chimpanzees. An adult chimpanzee is cared for at a defunct
zoo nearby.

The project never buys animals but goes to great lengths
to encourage “owners” to donate them voluntarily to the
project, often bringing them to see the project’s happy, healthy
drills living together as an added stimulus to persuade them
to give up their animals. Should this gentle persuasion fail,
park rangers, forestry officers or police are called on to ap-
ply gentle pressure, or confiscate as a last resort.

. The project newsletter gives full credit to animal donors
and strives to maintain contact. Former drill owners continue

i

Logging roads open drill habitat to hunting and slash and
burn agriculture: western Cameroon

Peter (kneeling) with “Bendeghe Drill” after rescue by park
rangers and plainclothes policemen (standing left): project
staff and chief of security (standing right)

to write or visit to see how the project is faring, and typically
become conservation proponents.

“Richard Ieri”

Three year old drill “Richard Iferi” was found living in a
wooden box in a remote village. Peter and Liza visited his
owner, renowned herbalist David Iferi, and after much fol-
low—up correspondence and encouragement from park staff
near his village, Mr. Iferi arrived in Calabar one day with
Richard Iferi in great pomp and circumstance. Since then,
colorful Mr. Iferi has visited every six months, for a night
out in Calabar, and to bring bananas and other fruit from his
farm for Richard Iferi {(now age 5) and his friends.

First Drill Baby

On 19 July 1994, the Drill Rehabilitation and Breeding
Center reached a real milestone with the birth of its first cap-
tive—bred drill. The baby drill was given the name “Mgbochi.”
His 6 year old mother “Miki” was donated with a younger
male “Petit” by Gendarme Major Dagobert Mgbochi and his
wife Matilda in Eyumojock, Cameroon.

The father, 8 year old Billy O’Ban, was confiscated in
Calabar by Cross River National Park General Manager
Clement Ebin in June 1990. Miki was introduced to Billy’s
enclosure on Christmas Day 1993, and all three have now
been reintegrated to the “core drill group,” where Miki is a
model mother—to all the drills” fascination.

Pandrillus even sent out a birth announcement to project
supporters:

The Drill Rehab and Breeding Center
is pleased to announce
the birth to Miki, of a male
MGBOCHI
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This is the first birth for the project. Mgbochi was
born at 23.10 p.m. on the 19th day of July after 172
days of gestation. Liza and 4 year old female drill
Scarlett Ebe observed the birth, while Peter and Elaine
stood by. Miki had one-minute contractions for one
hour and the birth lasted only a minute. She immedi-
ately began cleaning the baby and healthy squawks
were heard. By morning, Mgbochi was suckling. As
far as we know, this is the first drill birth ever wit-
nessed and the first drill birth in captivity in Africa.

Both parents were born in the wild. Their mothers
were killed by hunters when they were infants them-
selves.

The Core Group

The “core group” comprises 16 of the project’s 27 drills
that have been fully socialized and health-screened for TB,
hepatitis, HIV (human immunodeficiency virus), SIV (sim-
ian immunodeficiency virus), etc. The other 11 drills are in
various stages of quarantine. Two more “core group” females
(“Scarlett Ebe” and “Bemt”) are now pregnant.

One of the project’s main objectives, creation of a natu-
ral-sized, reproducing, drill social group is almost attained.

Educational Program

Another important goal is featuring the captive drills in
conservation education in this habitat area, something over-
seas captive breeding programs cannot do.

The Center receives thousands of visitors: for most, it is
the first time they have ever seen a drill or a chimpanzee.

Liza Gadsby (center)
Peter Jenkins (right)
John Lewis DVM (left)

Wildlife conservation will only succeed if people living in
habitat areas are supportive. The opportunity to observe and
learn about animals firsthand helps people develop sympa-
thetic attitudes towards wildlife in general and primates in
particular.

School groups are encouraged to visit, and the children
enter a writing and drawing contest about the primates. Many
return with their parents, who return again with their friends,
and so the interest in wildlife spreads! Other project plans
include providing research opportunities to local university
students.

Future Plans — Phase 1

Ultimately, Pandrillus hopes to release a drill group back
into the wild, but only if habitat protection is first achieved.

The next big step is constructing the permanent facility in
the forest, a 5—6 hectare (12—15 acre) electrified enclosure in
former drill habitat where they may roam, forage and sleep
naturally in the trees, simulating their life in the wild.

The site in the Buanchor village enclave of Afi River For-
est Reserve is 200 kilometers north of Calabar, where the
present facility is located. An annual lease fee will be paid to
the community, which has earmarked the 1994-95 funds to
build the village’s first secondary school.

The site is 20 kilometers from Cross River National Park,
which will provide visitors a chance to view the park’s most
endangered primate which they are unlikely to see in the park
itself.

Capital construction includes a veterinary infirmary, an
education center, housing for resident staff and visitors, and
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Senior drill caregiver Joseph Akpan teaching schoolchildren
about drills

road and bridge upgrading. Buanchor Village will benefit
from improved road access, employment opportunities, and
medical lab testing services. Major support for these costs
has been provided by the Whitley Animal Protection Trust
of Britain and also by Wilhelma Zoo, Stuttgart, Germany.

Future Plans — Phase 2

Phase 2 is development of a community—based anti—poach-
ing and conservation education program for the adjacent Afi
massif where wild drills, gorillas and chimpanzees survive.
Hunting was intense, so earlier this year Chief Douglas Owan
of Buanchor recruited an anti-poaching team from the sur-
rounding communities, backed by the Chiefs of 20 villages
which traditionally hunt on the mountain.

Pandrillus now supports this effort, which includes work-

ing with the Cross River State Forestry Department
(Pandrillus’ government collaborator) to realize a proposed
reclassification of the Afi massif to the status of Wildlife
Sanctuary.

This will help preserve the mountain’s primates, and also
an important watershed for many downstream villages.

Pandrillus is helping Buanchor develop a small tourist
trade, to employ ex-hunters as guides and porters to carry
visitors into the beautiful, rugged Afi massif. The close prox-
imity of the national park is mutually beneficial.

Pandrillus is also involved in primate survey work and
conservation project development in the region, home to
many endangered primate species, and continually lobbies
government agencies, national parks, and industry on behalf
of primate conservation.

Cameroon Sanctuary

In Cameroon, which contains about 80% of remaining drill
habitat, Peter & Liza are trying to complete their survey of
remaining drill populations, funded by FFPS, to help develop
a plan with the Cameroonian government to save the spe-
cies.

Peter is also working with the Cameroon government,
IPPL--sponsored volunteer Kay Farmer, and Jim Cronin of
Monkey World, England to establish a chimpanzee rescue
center at the old Limbe Zoo, with financial assistance from
Chessington World of Adventure, England. The Limbe sanc-
tuary now maintains 12 chimps, 6 drills, 2 gorilias and 8 other
endemic primate species.

IPPL is sponsoring an upcoming visit to Africa by Dr. John
Lewis of the International Veterinary Group. Dr. Lewis will
continue his work providing for the health of the animals at
the sanctuaries.

,,'If you would hke to help sup
:. ’}chlmpanzees, please send a

HOW YOU CA AN_ HE .; PANDRI_;? LUS-} =

AAVS STUDENT ANVARD

The American Anti-Vivisection Society is soliciting nominations and applications for its 1995 AAVS Student Animal
Advocate Awards. Two secondary school students anywhere in the United States who have demonstrated their commitment
to animals will be awarded $100. Student animal protection groups are eligible for $250 awards.

Criteria for eligibility include, but are not limited to, active participation in efforts to help animals: participation in
peaceful protests or community outreach events, and other active expressions of individual or group concern for animals.

Teachers and neighbors may nominate deserving students by contacting AAVS Student Animal Advocate Award,

801 Old York Road, #204, Jenkintown PA 19046-1685.
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POLICE LEAGUE CELEB‘RET ES -PPLIS T HERE

On 29 September 1994 the Dutch Police
Wildlife League held a conference to cel-
ebrate its 75th anniversary. The conference
was held in Tilburg, the Netherlands, and was
attended by 600 Dutch law enforcement of-
ficials, all of them wildlife enthusiasts. IPPL
was honored when the League extended an
invitation to IPPL Chairwoman Shirley
McGreal to attend the meeting as its guest.

A new wildlife crime unit has been estab-
lished in Interpol, which may bring more
coordination and cooperation to the war on
wildlife crime. This unit is being directed by
Fred Den Hertog of the Dutch police, who
has an unenviable task ahead of him since
so many countries place little or no empha-
sis on wildlife law enforcement.

In some countries animal dealers have in-
gratiated themselves with governments, as
exemplified by Indonesia’s delegation to the
1992 CITES conference consisting of 18
people, 13 of them animal dealers, one al-
leged to be an orangutan smuggler by Kurt Schafer.

The highlight of the conference for Dr. McGreal was meet-
ing four members of the Dutch prosecutorial team handling
the cockatoo smuggling case against Krijn (Kenny) Dekker.
The team is led by Mr. J. Scheffer. Initially the prosecution lost
its case, but won on appeal. Dekker was sentenced to 18 months
jail, which he is now appealing. A decision on this appeal is

Shirley McGreal (center) with Prosecutor Scheffer (on her right) and Dekker
case police team

expected early next year.

In 1993, Dekker was indicted by a Miami grand jury for his
alleged role in the “Bangkok Six” orangutan shipment. He has
been officially declared a fugitive from US justice.

IPPL thanks the Dutch Police Wildlife League for its friendly
hospitality to our Chairwoman, who felt very safe in the com-
pany of 600 police officers!

THE DUTCH PHONE-TAP

While investigating suspected wildlife smuggler Krijn
(Kenny) Dekker’s suspected bird smuggling activities, the
Dutch police wisely placed a phone—tap on Dekker, who was
also one of Matthew Block’s alleged conspirators in the
“Bangkok Six” orangutan shipment. Dekker was indicted for
orangutan smuggling by a Miami grand jury in 1992, and has
since been declared a “fugitive” by the US Justice Depart-
ment. This means that he could be arrested if he ever enters
the United States.

While the Dutch police were taping Dekker’s incoming
phone—calls, Matthew Block was supposedly taping his phone
conversations with Dekker for the US Government, as part of
Block’s effort to secure leniency for himself.

The US Government later decided against filing its planned
5K 1.1 motion (giving Block leniency) when its learned that
the Dutch police seemed to have mere tape-recordings of
Block-Dekker conversations than the government did. Miami
Prosecutor Guy Lewis had been so enthusiastic about Matthew
Block’s total “cooperation” that he had even agreed in advance
that he would help Block. However, during the Block sentenc-
ing hearing held on 16 April 1993, the US government alleged
that it had been double~crossed by Block.

Meanwhile, the Dutch investigation of Dekker continued and
the Dutch had high hopes of catching Dekker red—handed, pos-
sibly in possession of smuggled Australian cockatoos, and
seizing many incriminating documents from him.

However, this did not happen as planned. The Dutch trust-
ingly confided their imminent plans to arrest Dekker to the US
Government. This turned out to be a serious mistake. The in-
formation fell right into the hands of Block’s lawyer Michael
Metzger. The Dutch police claim that they have a tape-record-
ing of Metzger phoning Dekker to tip him off about his
upcoming arrest and advise him to get rid of any illegal birds
and incriminating documents he might possess, which Dekker
apparently did—if he indeed possessed any.

The Dekker prosecution team was understandably very un-
happy about the US Government jeopardizing its case. They
also expressed to Dr. McGreal their surprise that the US Gov-
emnment had not even asked for copies of the Dekker—-Block
tapes or the Metzger—Dekker tape or tapes. Clearly, the US
Government, which knows that the tapes exist, does not want
to know what is in them, for some as yet unclear reason. This
appears to reflect a curious lack of intellectual curiosity.
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DISPUTE OVER FLORIDA MONKEYS

According to the 25 August 1994 issue of the Los Angeles
Times, 3,000 rhesus monkeys released on Summerland Key,
Florida, USA are at the center of a controversy. Florida envi-
ronmentalists complain about destruction of red mangroves,
water pollution and alleged escapes of monkeys.

The monkeys, owned by Charles River Laboratories, a
subsidiary of Bausch and Lomb (known for its “Ray-Ban”
sunglasses), are bred for research, with about 400-500 mon-
keys being sold annually for experimentation. The monkeys
are disease—free and very expensive.

Wetlands biologist Curtis Kruer expressed his anger at the
situation, telling the Times:

Charles River has gotten away with murder, and the
state [of Florida] has been remiss if not criminal in the
way they have dealt with it. They have allowed state—
protected trees to be used as food for a commercial
monkey—breeding operation.

In August 1994, Charles River issued a “Customer Bulle-
tin” stating that it was retaining its monkey breeding

operation, but that its primate import business was becom-
ing a non-profit organization called the “Biomedical
Resources Foundation.”

The “earnings” from the non—profit would be directed to
three other non-profits: the Foundation for Biomedical Re-
search (which is closely associated with the National
Association for Biomedical Research, an animal experimen-
tation lobby), Tufts Veterinary School, and the Pediatric AIDS
Foundation.

In September 1994, IPPL contacted Charles River for fur-
ther information about the reorganization, commenting:

Given that monkeys are the biggest losers (an entire
shipment of 110 monkeys shipped to another company
arrived dead in Miami in August 1992), was any con-
sideration given to using at least part of the earnings
to support projects for the conservation and protection
of the world’s remaining wild monkeys?

As of 1 December 1994, no reply had been received.

YOUR LETTERS MGKE & DIFFERENCE - 6GGIN

The April 1994 issue of IPPL News reported observations -

by knowledgeable observers of chimpanzees for sale in pet
shops in Saudi Arabia. One shop, Fayfa’s in Jeddah, was re-
ported to be holding 5 young chimpanzees.

Information provided to IPPL indicated that chimpanzees
may have been shipped by charter jet from Tanzania to Saudi
Arabia, although the animals could have originated in the
troubled nation of Zaire and been smuggled into Tanzania.
IPPL members were asked to send protest letters to the Saudi
Ambassador in their country of residence and the National
Commission for Wildlife Conservation and Development
(NCWCD) in Riyadh, the capital of Saudi Arabia.

It seems that your letters worked AGAIN. At the confer-
ence of the Parties to the Convention on International Trade
in Endangered Species (CITES) held in Fort Lauderdale,
Florida, in November 1994, the Saudi government observer
distributed an undated press release which he told IPPL
should have been dated 7 November 1994. The press re-
lease noted that:

Wildlife authorities confiscated chimpanzees held by
pet shops in Riyadh and Jeddah in a simultaneous op-
eration today. The chimpanzee is regarded as an

endangered species whose international trade is banned
by a conservation treaty.

The press release noted that NCWCD had confiscated three
chimpanzees from a large pet shop in the city of Riyadh and
five baby chimpanzees from the Jeddah branch of “the same
company,” (presumably Fayfa’s).

According to Prince Saud Al-Faisal, Managing Director
of NCWCD:

The confiscation is in line with the Kingdom’s policy
of effective international cooperation for the conserva-
tion of endangered species.

The pet shop had claimed that the chimpanzees were ob-
tained through captive breeding, but could not prove its claim.
The confiscated animals were placed at Riyadh Zoo. Prince
Saud commented:

Stern action is necessary to eliminate the interna-
tional trade in the species.

IPPL is pleased at the confiscation and plans to monitor
future developments in Saudi Arabia closely.

- THANKS TO INFORMATION PROVIDERS AND LETTER-WRITERS

JPPL wishes to express its apprecnatmn to the concemed people who provxded us with
jnformatlon about the presence of the chlmpanzees at Fayfa s, and with relevant press
clippings and photographs of the animals. Thanks alsoe to our active membetfs who wrote 3
. letters to Saudl authorltles requestmg an mvestlgatlon of the sntuatwn. '
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ORGNGUTAN SMUGGLER'S LICENSE REVOKED

On 30 August 1994, the US Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS) made a final decision not to renew Worldwide Pri-
mates’ license to import and export primates from the United
States. Licenses must be renewed annually.

On 3 August 1992, Dick Endress, a former Miami wildlife
agent now working at the USFWS Region 4 headquarters in
Atlanta, Georgia, USA, had approved then owner Matthew
Block’s placing the Worldwide Primates company in his
wife’s name, after Endress had conferred with Miami wild-
life agent Jorge Picon (soon after to become Block’s partner
in two government “sting” operations).

Under US Fish and Wildlife Service regulations, a con-
viction for a felony violation of the Lacey Act “disqualifies
any such person” from receiving a permit. Block’s guilty plea
to felony wildlife smuggling left Region 4 with no choice
but to revoke his license if the region determined that the
transfer of ownership was a sham.

James Pulliam, then Director of Region 4 of USFWS, de-
termined that the transfer was indeed a sham, alleging the
following:

1) Block had taken personal change of a shipment of
primates that reached Miami Airport on 20 August
1992 with all 110 monkeys dead.

2) During the “Mexican Gorilla Sting” trial, Block
admitted that he had personally delivered around
100-200 monkeys to Mexico in September or
October of 1992.

3) Block phoned the Atlanta regional office of USFWS
personally on 10 February 1994 regarding renewal
of his license.

4) In the “Gorilla Sting” trial, Block testified that he
had imported around 60 primate shipments during
1992 and 1993 and had been present at the airport to
receive about 95% of the shipments.

SyInan 11 July 1994 article in the Miami Herald, it was
reported that 33 baby monkeys had been stolen from
“the breeding facility he [Block] and his wife own.”

6) On 25 August 1994, Miami wildlife inspector Tracy
Reed reported that she had been told by an official of

the Dade County Aviation Department, which over-
sees Miami International Airport, that Matthew Block
had been issued a “VIP airport pass” to enable him
to enter “restricted and secured” areas of the airport.
His wife had no such “VIP” pass.

In view of these circumstances, wrote Pulliam:

The preponderance of facts...would lead a reason-
able person to believe that the name-change of principal
officers for Worldwide...was merely an attempt to shield
Worldwide from the criminal and irresponsible activi-
ties of Mr. Matthew Block.

In regard to Block’s claim that he had been promised by
both Miami wildlife Agent Jorge Picon and prosecutor Guy
Lewis that his guilty plea to a felony charge would not affect
his animal dealing license, both men denied having made
such a promise.

Unfortunately, revocation of his import—-export license may
not bar Block from continuing animal dealings that do not
involve animals entering or leaving the United States. The
“Bangkok Six” shipment, for example, was to have been
shipped from Indonesia to the then Soviet Union without the
animals ever setting foot in the United States.

Pel Very proud of the

'pxea.A misdemeanor
_'_mal dealing business in -

imals works! At least some
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SURPRISE! MORE DELAYS IN "BANGKOK SIX" CASE

IPPL members who have been following the “Bangkok Six”
orangutan case will not be surprised to learn that there have
been yet more delays!

To summarize events for new members, six baby orangutans
were confiscated on Bangkok Airport on 20 February 1990. They
had been shipped in coffin-like crates labelled “Birds.” Three
of the babies were shipped upside-~down. All were desperately
sick, and several of them later died.

Within weeks of the shipment, IPPL was able to obtain in-
formation and documents pointing to the involvement of Miami
animal dealer Matthew Block, who had been dealing in ani-
mals since he was just 15 years old. Block had amassed
considerable wealth and even boasted the US Government as
one of his customers.

IPPL handed over information to the US Fish and Wildlife
Service which we believe could, and should, have led to a rapid
indictment in the case. But weeks passed and nothing happened.

In the summer of 1990, IPPL Chairwoman Shirley McGreal
was contacted by German animal dealer Kurt Schafer, then a
resident of Bangkok. Schafer had accompanied the baby oran-
gutans from Singapore to Bangkok, and he had planned to
accompany them to Yugoslavia, from where they would be
shipped to the then Soviet Union.

Schafer expressed his remorse over participating in the deal
and provided IPPL with further details of the shipment and of
the continuing contacts between himself and Block, a fact of
which Block was not immediately aware.

Schafer also expressed his puzzlement as to why the US
Government appeared to be so “protective” of Block and so
uninterested in prosecuting him.

IPPL and other organizations worked hard to get the US
government to act, and finally Block was indicted on 20 Feb-
ruary 1992, two years to the day after his crime. Then Block’s
trial, set for August 1992, got postponed because of Hurri-
cane Andrew.

In November 1992, the Miami Herald announced that a
plea~bargain had been signed. There was to be a hearing on
the deal in December. Suspicious that the US government
might have agreed to a “slap on the wrist” deal, IPPL orga-
nized an international letter—writing campaign to Judge James
Kehoe regarding the seriousness of this crime against baby
apes belonging to a highly endangered species numbering less
than 32,000 in the wild.

Later events provided the wisdom of IPPL’s action. Judge

Kehoe threw the Government’s deal with Block out because he
considered it “contrary to the public interest.” Block later pled
guilty to a single felony count. In April 1993 Kehoe sentenced
Block to 13 months jail.

Not much for such a horrible crime. But when the rejected
plea—bargain was disclosed, it turned out that the government
had indeed agreed with Block that his horrendous crime was
not a “felony,” but deserved only “misdemeanor” status. As if
Block were a naughty boy!

After his sentencing in April 1993, Block appealed his jail
sentence to the 11th Circuit Court of Appeals in Atlanta, claim-
ing that he had “cooperated” with the US Government by setting
up two “sting” operations for Miami wildlife agents. More de-
lays followed. Case documents actually got mislaid. Block’s
lawyer Metzger killed himself in March 1994, which won Block
a lengthy delay as he had to find a new lawyer.

Finally a schedule was set for the appeal. Block’s opening
papers were due in September 1994. Then, with the consent of
Miami prosecutor Guy Lewis, a delay was granted till October
1994! In October a new delay was granted till December, again
with Lewis’ consent!

According to the Court of Appeals in Atlanta, two delays are
granted automatically if both prosecution and defense agree.
These delays would not have been granted if Miami prosecutor
Guy Lewis had not agreed to them. Lewis, who was in a des-
perate hurry to incarcerate 5 Mexicans entrapped by Block and
Picon in a victimless “sting” operation, is clearly in no hurry to
get Block to jail.

If a further request for a delay is made, as appears possible
if not certain, knowing the tortuous path the orangutan case
has taken, the 11th Circuit judges will have to give their per-
mission.

During the trial of the five Mexicans entrapped by Matthew
Block and Miami wildlife agents in 1993, questions arose about
the seemingly endless delays in the Block case. Prosecutor Lewis
promised the judge and jury that Block was on his way to jail!
Lewis was, or pretended to be, totally sincere when he said this.

However, even if the case progresses normally starting in
December, the earliest Block could be in jail would be over 5
years after he committed his crime. Meanwhile he has been free
to travel the world and continue his animal dealings.

Meanwhile, as Block continues to enjoy his freedom and
unrestricted world travel on & personal surely bond, his or-
angutan victims lie underground.

DELAY IN SANCTIONS CASE!

Shakespeare-lovers may recall the famous soliloquy in which
Hamlet speculates “To be or not to be, that is the question.”
One of the causes of Hamlet’s distress was “the law’s delays!”

As many readers know, the 11th Circuit Court of Appeals,
Atlanta, Georgia, ruled in July 1994 that Worldwide Primates
(a company determined by the US Government to be controlled
by Matthew Block despite having been transferred to his wife’s

name) and possibly its lawyer Paul Bass were to be sanctioned
for filing a frivolous lawsuit against IPPL Chairwoman Shirley
McGreal. The case was returned to Judge Kenneth Ryskamp to
determine an appropriate sanction.

IPPL members who followed the initial lawsuit may won-
der why the lawsuit was returned to the same judge who the
appeals court determined had mishandled it in the first place. It
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hardly seems fair on Shirley McGreal, but sadly that is the way
the US justice system operates.

The case had already been seriously delayed because Judge
Ryskamp had mistakenly marked the file of the civil case
“Closed” without deciding on the pending sanctions motion!

On 15 June 1992, Miami Magistrate William Turmnoff had
held a hearing on this sanctions motion at which he suggested
that he would deny sanctions, but that:

It ain’t over till the fat lady sings, and, of course, ho
matter what I do, you're going to have a review from Judge
Ryskamp.

On 2 July Turnoff announced his recommendation against
sanctions. Months and months of waiting for Judge Ryskamp’s
decision began, during which it was hoped (wrongly) that the
judge was taking so long because he was writing a careful and
thoughtful decision. The wait went on and on—until it was
discovered that Ryskamp’s office had closed the case file by
mistake. The delay would have gone on for ever!

Within a day of this situation coming to his attention, Judge
Ryskamp announced in an 11-line order that he was refusing
to grant sanctions. He provided no explanation of his decision.
As a result of Ryskamp’s decision, McGreal’s successful ap-
peal was prepared.

On 17 October 1994, IPPL’s attorney Thomas Julin filed a
motion to recover attorneys’ fees of $112,646,50. On 27 Oc-
tober 1994, Worldwide Primates and its lawyer filed a request
for an “enlarzement of time” to file their response, i.e., they
asked for a delay. Tom Julin’s opposition papers were due on
11 November 1994. However, Judge Ryskamp did not wait
for a reply, granting the requested delay immediately.

Now both Worldwide Primates and its lawyer Paul Bass have
requested yet another delay, claiming they are hiring separate
lawyers because they are, or are pretending to be, estranged.

Meanwhile, Matthew Block’s expensive residence in South
Miami is up for sale. This property now houses several hun-
dred monkeys. There are rumors that the company itself is up
for sale. How that will affect the sanctions issue remains to
be seen.

“1 DON'T KNOW"

John Doggett, Chief of the US Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS) Law Enforcement Division does not know how
many of the nation’s wildlife agents speak one or more for-
eign languages!

Knowledge of foreign languages is essential for all inter-
national investigations. Smugglers are not going to hold their
conversations in English for the convenience of US wildlife
agents! Doggett stated that:

Knowledge and speaking ability of a foreign language
is not a requirement for Special Agent positions...we
do have a number of agents who are bi—lingual but we
do not maintain any statistics on how many agents
speak more than one language nor what language they
may speak.

In response to IPPL’s question about mean and median
salaries of wildlife agents, Doggett responded:

I do not have any information on the mean and me-
dian salaries paid to our agents.

Doggett did confirm, however, that agents receive “auto-
matic overtime” payments of 25% of their base salaries.
Amazingly, even with that generous overtime pay from US
taxpayers, wildlife agents are still allowed to have outside

employment. One, still an agent, was reported in the 28 June
1993 issue of the Washington Post to be running a “shooting
range” where Muslim extremists, including some of the de-
fendants in the World Trade Center bombing, allegedly
performed *“paramilitary exercises.”

In response to a question about how much of his agency’s
budget is spent on foreign travel by agents, Doggett re-
sponded:

This office has no information on total percentage of
the Service budget spent on foreign travel.

In response to an IPPL enquiry about why 110 monkeys
that arrived in Miami dead on 20 August 1992 were entered
into the USFWS computer as “Live,” Doggett stated that:

There is obviously an error in the computer entry. It
has been corrected to read “Dead.”

Admitting that more “quality control” of information en-
tered into the law enforcement computer system was needed,
Doggett noted that the agency was:

Attempting to contract this function [record-keep-
ing] to a private contractor.

IVGN LEAVES SHOPPING MALL

For 27 years Ivan Gorilla lived alone in a shopping mall in Tacoma, Washington, USA. Animal-lovers protested Ivan’s
solitary incarceration for years, but the US Department of Agriculture defended the facility. It was only when the B and 1
shopping center went bankrupt that se