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A LETTER FROM IPPL'S GHAIRWOMAN

Dear IPPL Friend,

So far this year, IPPL has recruited over 800 new members. We would like
to welcome all our new members. Together we will make the world a better place
for our fellow primates.

In this issue we are delighted to report a small victory against the sickening
international trade in live primates. Two baby chimpanzees were smuggled into the
Middle Eastern nation of Qatar by international wildlife criminals. The poor babies
were hidden in a cylinder inside a crate full of live birds. It is a miracle they survived
the long trip from Africa to Qatar.

i f Fortunately vigilant Qatari officials realized there was something strange
about the shlpment and they opened the cylinder and found the two baby chimpanzees. The animals were taken to Doha Zoo
in Qatar where the near-dead babies received excellent care.

IPPL is lucky to have a wonderful friend in Qatar, a physician named Dr. William George. Bill informed IPPL of the confisca-
tion and we in turn informed our friends at Chimfunshi Wildlife Orphanage in Zambia. Orphanage directors Dave and Sheila
Siddle immediately offered a home to the babies.

At the Qatar end, Bill and his great friends Valerie Bader and Kathy Molyneux worked on assembling all the needed docu-
mentation for the animals’ return to Africa. IPPL and the Center for Captive Chimpanzee Care agreed to split all the costs. Now
the two chimpanzees are safely back in the continent of their birth. Valerie and Kathy deservedly have chimpanzees named
after them!

IPPL is indeed fortunate to have such a wonderful network of animal-loving friends around the world.

Gl braa )

MEET PALU-PALU!

Palu-Palu (formerly named “Boy”) is a honey-colored gibbon who now lives at IPPL Headquarters. He
arrived in Summerville from Hawaii in 1998, accompanied by his mate Jade, their son Maui, their human
friend Mary Chumbley, and several boxes of delicious pineapples.

Palu-Palu was a resident of Maui Zoo, which ran into problems with the US government for its sub-standard
animal care. The zoo closed in 1998. Its three
resident gibbons (Jade, Boy and their son
Maui) were sent to IPPL for care.

We changed the name “Boy” to “Palu-
Palu” which means “softly, softly” in the
Hawaiian language, because the word “Boy”
has unpleasant racist connotations in North
America.

Palu-Palu is a very gentle and affectionate
gibbon.

We have built a 200-foot runway which ex-
tends from his main living area all the way
down to the IPPL office. Palu-Palu’s favorite
place to sit is at the end of the runway. We
think that he enjoys relaxing there and watch-

Palu-Palu
mg everyone else at work! Photo: Shirley McGreal



THE PLIGHT OF THE OREGON MONKEYS

Abuse Exposed!

The Oregon Regional Primate Re-
search Center (ORPRC) of the Oregon
Health Sciences University (OHSU) has
been taking a well-deserved beating in
the Oregon and national media over the
past year.

This was the result of two “whistle-
blowers,” one a primate technician and the
other a US Department of Agriculture
(USDA) Animal Welfare Act inspector,
coming forward at an In Defense of Ani-
mals press conference in August 2000.

Painful evidence of animal cruelty in-
cludes video footage of ORPRC’s
electro-ejaculation procedure, in which
technicians electrocute the penises of
fully conscious male monkeys to obtain
semen samples.

Other video, secretly taken by myself
(Matt Rossell), depicts monkeys driven
mad by isolation and maternal depriva-
tion, attacking their own bodies and
inflicting serious injuries.

More than a dozen abnormal behaviors
result from housing monkeys alone in
cages little more than two by two feet (0.6
by 0.6 meters) for their entire lives.

by Matt Rossell and Leslie Hemstreet

Bored and lonely, many monkeys in
labs pull their hair out, smear and eat their
own feces, and circle and pace neuroti-
cally awaiting the next experimental
procedure.

For more details about the Oregon Re-
gional Primate Center, please check this
web site:

http://www.vivisectioninfo.org/ohsu/

USDA in Collusion

Dr. Isis Johnson Brown, Oregon’s
former USDA inspector, quit in frustra-
tion because her superiors refused to
support her efforts to uphold the Animal
Welfare Act.

She stated:

The USDA inspection system is
comprised of a “good old boy” net-
work that blatantly defies federal
laws which, even if they were en-
forced, are too ineffectual to protect
the animals. More than once, I was
instructed by a supervisor to make a
personal list of violations of the law,
cut that list in half, and then cut that
list in half again before writing up my

inspection reports. My willingness to
uphold the law during my site visits
at the Primate Center led to me be-
ing “re-trained” several times by
higher-ups in the USDA. I recognize
the system is not set up to protect the
animals but instead the financial in-
terests of the research labs.

Criticism From Within

ORPRC administers inhumane care by
any standards, including those of primate
researcher Carol Shively, who was hired
by the OHSU to review their programs at
ORPRC. Shively called electro-ejacula-
tion “inhumane” and criticized the lack
of social housing—more than 1,200 mon-
keys are housed alone.

Dr. Shively stated,

The consensus of the scientific com-
munity is that these monkeys are
dependent upon their social relation-
ships for their physical and
psychological well-being.

Shively also stated that depriving pri-
mates of social housing causes
pathological behavior such as pacing,
self-aggression, and hair-plucking to the

This infant is one of
many deprived of
their mother’s love
and kept isolated in
small cages
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point of nudity.

That’s what happens to animals
that have evolved to be social when
they are singly housed. It's entirely
preventable.

“Model Institution”

So what does the Oregon Primate
Center have to say in its defense?
OHSU Provost Leslie Hallick calls
their Primate Center a “model” for the

industry. If Oregon is a “model,” what
does that say for the other seven Re-
gional Primate Research Centers—and
all the other primate labs?

Perhaps it tells us that the Oregon Pri-
mate Center demonstrates the standard
neglect and inhumane treatment found na-
tionwide?

Capuchins Freed!

Through local campaigns and as a

result of the criticism of the local
media, we were able to free 22 capu-
chin monkeys. They were released to
zoos where they are now breathing
fresh air, getting produce, feeling the
sun and, best of all, living together in
groups for the first time in more than
20 years.

We wish we could produce the same
“happy ending” for all the ORPRC
monkeys.

CALLTO ACTION

Through coordinated grassroots action and a coalition of national and international advocacy groups, we can look

forward to the day when these horrific experiments are put to a stop and when all of the animals are retired to sanctu-
aries. Here is what you can do to help the thousands of monkeys living at the eight U.S. federally-funded primate
centers.

Readers living in the United States, please get out your pens and write your representative and senators. To locate
these officials, check www.congress.org and enter your zip code; the right names will appear on your monitor. Ex-
press your concern over the fate of U.S. laboratory primates. Request a congressional investigation into the ethical
practices of all the centers. Ask that a congressional oversight committee investigate the weak enforcement of the US
Animal Welfare Act, especially the extremely serious allegation by Dr. Isis Johnson Brown that she was repeatedly
asked to ignore violations of the Act and to rewrite her inspection reports, deleting most of the violations.

Note that the whole world is becoming aware of the waste of taxpayer dollars and of the suffering of the wonderful
animals at the Oregon Primate Center and other laboratories. Let them know that you think the public deserves access
to all information about what is going on inside Oregon’s publicly funded Primate Center, and comment that additional
oversight is necessary to improve conditions internally and eliminate what we believe to be redundant and often

ludicrous research.

(Name of your representative)
House of Representatives
Washington DC 20515, USA

(Names of your senators)
Senate Office Building
Washington DC 20510, USA

Readers living outside the United States should communicate their concern to the US Ambassador in the US Em-
bassy in the capital city of their country of residence.
If you would like to start a similar campaign in your area or want to use information and images from this campaign,
please contact Matt Rossell or Leslic Hemstreet at primates@aracnet.com

LETTERS WORK BETTER THAN E-MAIL!

If you want to make sure your US congressional representatives learn of your opinion on any issue, try to avoid
using e-mail. Traditional letters and faxes are more effective.

According to an 18 March article carried by the Reuters news service, members of the US Congress are “inun-
dated with so many e-mail messages from constituents and special interest groups—80 million alone last
year—that lawmakers routinely ignore most of them.”

The Congress On-line project noted that, besides constituent mail, lawmakers receive endless lobbying mes-
sages from advocacy groups and corporations. These are not necessarily from constituents. In some cases the
deluge of e-mail is so heavy that mail delivery can be delayed for several days!

IPPL suggests that there is nothing better then sending old-fashioned personal letters to your own repre-
sentative or senator. Be sure to concentrate your letter on one important issue as different staff members handle
each issue. Be careful not to write too often as you don’t want to be written off as a “pen pal.”



THE IMPOSSIBLE HOUSING AND HANDLING CONDITIONS OF MONKEYS
IN RESEARGH LABORATORIES

by Viktor Reinhardt, former research veterinarian

I used to associate crueity against mon-
keys with pictures of individual animals
subjected to experimental procedures that
obviously inflicted extreme pain.

Personally I see no ethical jus-
tification for any research which
inflicts pain, distress, or suffering
on animals, and primates in par-
ticular.

However, this type of research
is a given reality and, as long as
it continues, I feel a strong obli-
gation to at least promote
refinement techniques that lessen
the suffering of animals whose
lives are involuntarily sacrificed
for a questionable research enter-
prise. When 1do nothing I betray
not only the animals but T also be-
tray my humane nature.

When | saw a primate research
facility from the inside for the
first time, I quickly realized that
the cruelty against monkeys is
much more pervasive than I had
concluded from the horrible pic-
tures. The suffering is not
restricted to the inhumane experi-
mental procedure itself but
extends to every single hour of the
animal’s life in the laboratory.

More than 700 macaques—the
prevailing primates in the re-
search laboratory—were locked
behind bars, fearfully waiting to
be forcefully removed and immobilized
during life-threatening procedures.

The situation was reminiscent of a high
security prison for convicted criminals,
though none of the animals was guilty of
any crime other than being a helpless vic-
tim.

Each monkey was kept alone, in a cage
that was so small that he/she could not
take a few steps in one direction, let alone
jump or run in monkey fashion. There was
no companion to huddle, groom or play
with.

It should be remembered that
macaques are primates—just like us—

who have an intensive need for social
contact and social interaction. Solitary
living conditions are similarly unbear-
able for them as they would be for us.

;v
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The prevailing single-caging of macaques does
not address the social needs of the animals

Most cages were completely barren,
offering not even a perch that would have
allowed the animals to make use of the
arboreal dimension. In the wild, macaques
spend most of the day in elevated sites—
away from ground predators—and seek
the refuge of trees at night.

When kept in cages without a high
perch, the animals have no way of retreat-
ing to a “safe” place during alarming
events, such as when a staff member ap-
proaches them. Being cornered in this
manner must, indeed, be a very distress-
ing experience for a helpless monkey who
associates people with painful and dis-

tressing handling procedures.

In order to accommodate as many mon-
keys in one room as possible, cages were
arranged in double-tiers with one row
stacked on top of the other. This
condemned half of the animals to
confinement in a permanently
shady, cave-like environment.
Needless to say, this was not a liv-
' ing quarter that was suitable for
. diurnal animals.

The conditions I witnessed
were so depressing that most
monkeys had developed stereo-
typic behaviors such as pacing,
rocking, bouncing, somersault-
ing, swaying from side to side,
biting parts of their own bodies,
pulling their ears, tossing their
heads back and forth, or smear-
ing feces on the cage walls.

When I expressed my concern
about these alarming signs of dis-
tress, I was told that they are
“abnormal” behaviors that the
animals develop when kept in
cages for a long time. My con-
clusion was different: the
appalling caging environment
was abnormal—not the behavior
of the monkeys.

It was hard for me to believe
that the situation I had seen was
typical. I therefore decided to
contact animal care personnel of
other laboratories and survey the scien-
tific literature to find out how macaques
are housed and handled in other research
facilities.

What I heard and what I read confirmed
what I had seen myself, leading me now
to the following conclusion. In the U.S.
there are currently approximately 15,000
macaques imprisoned in double-tier
stacked solitary cages waiting in fear to
be subjected to distressing procedures.

The conditions under which these ani-
mals are forced to live are so inadequate
that researchers themselves have repeat-
edly admitted in scientific publications
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The prevailing cage environment
for macaques does not provide suf-
ficient environmental enrichment
so as to prevent the development
of stereotypic behavior; this rhesus
macaque female is pulling her ears
over and over again because she
lacks environmental stimulation

that about 10 out of 100 caged monkeys
are so desperate that they mutilate them-
selves.

The recent scandal at the Oregon Re-
gional Primate Research Center—one of
the most prestigious facilities in this coun-
try—gives the public a rare opportunity
to get a sobering look behind the doors
and see for themselves that the manner in
which most primates are currently being
housed and handled is not only inhumane
but at the same time counterproductive to
good research.

Wouldn’t it be naive to expect scientifi-
cally valid research data from an
intelligent, social animal who is forced to
live alone in a barren cage with nothing
to do but engage in self-injurious behav-
ior out of utter frustration?

Providing monkeys in research institu-
tions with primate-adequate housing and
humane handling conditions would be a
guarantee that scientific data are not un-
necessarily skewed by uncontrolled
extraneous variables.

There is no doubt that primatological
investigators could do their research with
fewer animals—and hence avoid a lot of
unnecessary suffering and squandering of

tax dollars—if they would make sure that
the animals are not behavioral cripples as
a result of under-stimulation, and that they
do not suffer distress during handling pro-
cedures.

The ethical and scientific concerns aris-
ing from the prevailing housing and
handling practices of monkeys have been
acknowledged by the United States De-
partment of Agriculture in 1991
stipulating in the Regulations and Stan-
dards of the Animal Welfare Act that:

The housing arrangement of
monkeys must [emphasis added by
author] address the social needs of
the animals, the cage environment
must [emphasis added by author]
be enriched by providing means of
expressing monkey-typical behav-
iors, lighting must [emphasis
added by author] be uniformly dif-
fused and provide sufficient
illumination for the well-being of
the monkeys, handling should be
done as carefully as possible in a
manner that does not cause stress
or unnecessary discomfort.

These legal requirements are consis-
tent with guidelines promulgated by the
International Primatological Society in
1989/1993 and recommendations set
forth by the National Research Council
in 1998.

Many reports have been published in
scientific journals outlining well-tested
options for addressing the social needs
of monkeys in the research laboratory,
for enriching their environment in a spe-
cies-adequate manner, for assuring
uniform lighting conditions, and for
training the animals to cooperate, rather
than resist, during common handling
procedures such as capture, injection,
topical drug application, and blood col-
lection.

This information has also been com-
piled in bibliographies and a
comprehensive database which can be
accessed on the Internet at no cost.

How is it possible that investigators
keep research monkeys under living con-
ditions and handle them in ways that are
in gross violation of federal rules and pro-
fessional standards?

Here are my thoughts.

Lack of interest

A prestigious researcher conceded in an
American scientific journal:

Most investigators think only
briefly about the care and handling
of their animals and clearly have not
made it an important consideration
in their work.

It is true, for many researchers the
monkey is merely an identification
number attached to a computer-pro-
cessed data entry, and they consider
it a waste of their time to visit the
animals and check for themselves if
they are properly housed and
handled.

Arrogance

To quote from the same article:

Finally, I think that all investiga-
tors consider themselves upstanding
citizens of excellent ethical and moral
character. Their feeling may be that
since they are moral and ethical in
every sense of the word, they are quite

The traditional double-tier caging
system makes it impossible to
provide uniform illumination; it
condemns half the animals to live
in a cave-like environment that is
often so gloomy that staff have to
use a flashlight to identify them
correctly



capable of monitoring their own ani-
mals without outside interference.

Without question, most investigators
regard compliance with the minimum
housing standards set forth by the federal
Animal Welfare Act as a nuisance.

Inertia of tradition

Many scientists resist any changes in
the traditional husbandry practices of re-
search monkeys, probably because of fear
that historical data will be invalidated by
different, albeit better, housing and han-
dling conditions.

Lack of ethical concern

It is not uncommon for investigators
to treat monkeys with few, or even with-
out, ethical reservations. A world-famous
scientist made this quite clear when he
explained that experimentation with hu-
man patients is hampered by “sound
ethical constraints”, but that, “No such
problems exist for the monkey re-
searcher.”

The present situation in primate re-
search laboratories strongly suggests
that professional judgment is no guar-
antee that the inhumane housing and
handling conditions of laboratory mon-
keys will ever improve.

Progress will be possible only if
USDA makes more serious efforts to
enforce the federal law as Congress in-
tended.

Until then, the well-being of research
monkeys will continue to depend on the
mercy of scientists who traditionally view
them as research objects and treat them
accordingly.

USDA Regulations and Standards
give the public the impression that mon-
keys in research laboratories are housed
and handled in ways that reflect mini-
mum ethical concern for their
well-being. The prevailing housing and

handling conditions of monkeys give tes-
timony that these federal rules are not
enforced properly. If you care for the
well-being of animals, and of caged pri-
mates in particular, you may want to
contact:

Dr. Ron DeHaven

Acting Deputy Administrator
USDA,APHIS, AC

4700 River Road, Unit 97
Riverdale, MD 20737 USA

Please request that APHIS enforce more
effectively the Animal Welfare Act’s
Specifications for the Humane
Handling, Care and Treatment of
Nonhuman Primates. Rules have no
meaning unless provision is made that
they are actually followed! Emphasize
that stronger regulations are needed to
ensure the well-being of captive primates.

MEET THE AUTHOR

Viktor Reinhardt has worked for
ten years as an ethologist and clini-
cal veterinarian at a primate research

Bibliographies
http://www.nal.usda.gov/awic/pubs/primates/primate.htm
http://www.awionline.org/lab_animals/biblio/index.html

Database

facility where he took care of the
animals’ health and introduced more
humane housing and handling con-
ditions for them.

After the laboratory hired a new di-
rector, Dr. Reinhardt’s work was no
longer appreciated and his contract
terminated in 1994.

He joined the Animal Welfare
Institute, Washington DC, in the
same year where he continues
“from outside” to promote better
living conditions for nonhuman
primates in research institutions.

The Animal Welfare Institute has
recently published Environmental
Enrichment for Caged Rhesus
Macaques—A Photographic
Documentation and Literature
Review.

You can order a free copy of this
book by sending an e-mail to
awi@awionline.org or by phoning
202-337-2332.

Routine handling pro-
cedures, here blood
collection from a rhesus
macaque, are tradition-
ally done in a manner
that cause avoidable
stress and unnecessary
discomfort.

http://www.awionline.org/Lab_animals/biblio/enrich.htm

CHECK OUT IPPL'S WEB SITE

IPPL regularly updates its web site at: http://www.ippl.org
We invite you to visit our site regularly. You can start or renew a membership, donate to an
overseas project, and make purchases by our secure server.
IPPL also exchanges links with other organizations sharing all or part of our goals.
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SRI LANKA; THE LAND AND ITS MACAQUES

by Ruchira Somaweera, a biology student at Trinity College, Kandy, Sri Lanka

Sri Lanka (known as “Ceylon” in the
past) is located in the heart of the Indian
Ocean. The nation is ranked among the
highest in Asia in terms of biodiversity.

It is famous worldwide for its incom-
parable scenery and wildlife, and also for
its rich cultural heritage.

Sri Lanka, a small humid tropical island
covers 65,000 square kilometers (25,000
square miles). It lies in the monsoon region
of South Asia. The island’s mammals in-
clude 86 indigenous and ten introduced
species. There are four primate species.
Two of them live nowhere else in the world.

Sri Lankan Primates

Sri Lanka is essentially a forest coun-
try and there are many monkey troops.
Three species of Old World monkeys and
the slender loris are found in the country.
The monkeys are the toque monkey and
the purple-faced leaf monkey, both found
only on the island, and the grey langur.

The Toque Monkey

The toque monkey, a member of the
macaque family, lives only in Sri Lanka and
is widely distributed. There are three sub-
species with only small differences in
appearance. These monkeys are medium
sized and sturdily built. They have short
stout limbs and long tails. Fully grown adult
males can grow up to about 50 centimeters
(20 inches), while females are smaller.

Toque monkeys vary in color. Usually
monkeys’ backs are a dusky reddish
brown, as are the outer limbs. The front
of the body is lighter in color.

The toque macaques of Sri Lanka eat a
varied diet, including fruits, seeds, flow-
ers, berries, shoots and small animals like
crickets, spiders and sometimes even eggs.
Using both hands, they cram their food into
their mouths until their cheek pouches are
full. They can chew their food later.

Wild Sri Lankan macaques live in
troops. A troop can number up to about
20 members, of both sexes and all ages
and sizes. A troop has its own territory
and a large fully grown male leads and
protects the troop. He has power over his
entire harem and the other males.

Sri Lanka

Nearly 18 million humans live on the
small island. There are about 275 people per

square kilometer. Sri Lanka’s overall popu-
lation density is comparatively high for an
agricultural nation. This means that Sri
Lanka’s remaining forests are under siege.

Much of Sri Lanka’s biodiversity has
already been lost as a result of high levels
of deforestation, land degradation and
unregulated exploitation of resources.

Deforestation, fueled by logging and
slash and burn farming, is the greatest
threat facing all the wildlife in the coun-
try, including the toque monkey.

The rate of deforestation has been so
drastic that only about 20% of the origi-
nal forest cover remains today.

Because of recent deforestation and
habitat fragmentation, toque monkey
troops have adopted an unusual life style.

Driven away from their natural habi-
tats by sprawling urbanization and
cultivation, they have become used to
searching for food on the outskirts of cit-
ies and cultivated lands.

These monkeys have long lost their an-
cestral fear of humans, and are not shy of
penetrating further into cities, raiding the
neighboring cultivated lands, and break-
ing into houses. This proximity to humans
has exposed these animals to contagious
human diseases, against which they may
not have resistance.

Although toque monkeys are shy in the
wild, they can become very trusting and

Two young toque monkeys

tame when habituated.

Unfortunately a few “Snake Men™ and
villagers in Sri Lanka catch them to keep
as pets. However, they are not captured
for laboratory experiments.

Macaques often get killed when cross-
ing roads in towns or during troop
movements across roads, which have frag-
mented the home range of wild macaques.

Large scale hydroelectric dam projects
adversely affect several important wildlife
habitats and pose another serious threat to
primates and other animal species.

The preparation of a list of nationally
threatened species by [UCN-Sri Lanka
is an initiative to help promote protection
of the country’s natural resources. The
toque monkey is not currently listed as
threatened in the IUCN Red Book of
Threatened Species, even though the spe-
cies is vulnerable to extinction. Further,
the toque monkey is not protected by Sri
Lankan law.

Ultimately it appears that successful
conservation of primates in the country
will have to depend largely on education.

Without good outreach work which en-
courages the full participation of local
residents in implementation and mainte-
nance of conservation plans in their areas,
prospects for the protection of many of
the primates and other wildlife species in
Sri Lanka are bleak.

Photo: Samitha Harischandra



TAKING CARE OF PRIMATES—NOW AND FOR EVER

Over the years, IPPL has greatly benefitted from car-
ing supporters who have remembered IPPL in their
wills. Thanks to those wonderful people, IPPL can con-
tinue, and expand, its program of investigations and is
able to help horribly abused primates in rescue centers
in Africa and Asia. We assist groups working to help
wildlife in remote parts of the world, and take care of
the 32 wonderful gibbons, many research veterans, liv-
ing at our headquarters sanctuary.

In 1999 we built a much-needed education center,
thanks to a bequest from Swan and Mary Henningson.

One kind member left a special gift for Igor, our lab
gibbon who had spent 21 years behind black plexiglass

because he self-mutilated at the sight of other gibbons. Igor has spent 14 years in “retlrement” with TPPL.
We also care for our gentle blind gibbon Beanie (seen with his friend Bullet, our blind rescue dog).
These departed members’ compassion and thoughtfulness survives their leaving this world.
We hope that you will consider including IPPL in your estate plans, to ensure that primates in need will
have our hard-working and experienced organization to stand by them now and in the future.
Please contact IPPL, POB 766, Summerville, SC 29484, USA, if you would like a pamphlet about providing

enduring help for IPPL.

OBI REACHES CGERGOPAN

by Nicola Gopalkrishna, CERCOPAN volunteer

CERCOPAN is an organization head-
quartered in Calabar, Nigeria. The
organization serves several functions. It
is a primate rescue center, an educational
center and a center for conservation ac-
tivities. Recently we received a baby
red-eared guenon at the center. Here is
his story.

Obi arrives at CERCOPAN

At night a carbide lamp blinds Obi’s
troop as the hunter aims at Obi’s mother.
Obi clings to her body as she falls, and
the hunter easily grabs him. Many infant
monkeys are killed either by stray shot or
the fall. With one bullet the hunter has
bushmeat and a nursing infant to sell as a
pet. Luckily at the market Obi is confis-
cated by wildlife officials and brought to
CERCOPAN.

Poor Obi is a mess when he arrives.
Being tied up in the market has left rope
burns that reach his muscles. He is also
terrified; his body shakes from the tips
of his yellow side-whiskers to the end of
his long red tail. Obi, an endangered red-

eared guenon, is all fur and bones and
fits in the palm of my hand. Obi is two
months old and should be nursing, but
he refuses milk.

Other CERCOPAN monkeys

CERCOPAN has five species of gue-
nons and one species of mangabey, all
from Southern Nigeria. Local forest en-
vironments, including coastal mangrove
forests, tropical swamp forests, and moist
tropical rainforests, contain over a dozen
primate species.

With only five percent of its forests re-
maining, Nigeria has lost most of its
natural vegetation and larger wildlife.
Hunting and habitat destruction for tim-
ber, farmland, and oil extraction threaten
local primate populations.

Primate numbers have dropped so dras-
tically they are no longer specifically
hunted. Instead opportunistic hunters find
it financially rewarding to shoot any ani-
mal over two kilograms.

CERCOPAN never buys animals be-
cause this encourages further illegal

hunting. Most of CERCOPAN’s mon-
keys are bushmeat orphans, which people
donate as a result of education.

Usually these orphans, fed only ba-
nanas, live as pets until killed by
malnourishment or disease.

When Obi reaches CERCOPAN he
is starving and crams fruit into his
mouth by the fistful, stretching his
cheek pouches as though he is carrying
two gumballs. In the wild, cheek
pouches let monkeys collect food rap-
idly in dangerous places and then move
to safety to eat.

Staff and volunteers work together

CERCOPAN has overseas volunteers
and paid local staff. Volunteers provide
knowledge and expertise cheaply, letting
us train and employ more local staff.

One volunteer teaches me to groom like
monkeys do: roughly pulling hair to one
side to remove tangles and dirt, all the
while checking for parasites.

Obi sits on his other surrogate mother,
Ollie the stuffed orangutan, as I groom
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him. Grooming is important for clean-
liness, and for forming long lasting
friendships, which are essential for a
stable hierarchy. Grooming soothes hurt
and upset monkeys and Obi is soon
sleeping.

The monkeys draw visitors in and work
as a catalyst for discussions on environ-
mental issues. Most of the 200 new local
visitors CERCOPAN receives each week
are unaware that such primates or forests
exist in Nigeria.

Education is a priority to CERCOPAN
so we are open free of charge to visitors
365 days a year. We also have an exten-
sive outreach program with educational
materials for different audiences.

Within days Obi becomes playful. I
tickle Obi’s sides and under his chin,
while he ties on his back, flailing his arms
and legs, laughing silently, with his mouth
open and his eyes squeezed shut. As any
mom, [ dream of Obi’s future, of Obi and
the red-eared guenons being released into
the wild.

After 14 weeks Obi leaves quarantine
to join the troop. Obi sits on Ollie as we
move into the satellite cage attached to
the enclosure. Obi meets the troop one at
a time. Letting primates form cohesive
social groups increases birth rates and the
chances of successful re-introduction to
nature.

Minkey, a female, rushes into the satel-
lite first. Within minutes Obi bravely lets
go of me and ventures closer to Minkey.
Soon Obi is clinging to Minkey as she

grooms him. It takes young Obi days to
adapt; some monkeys take over a year, and
some never fully adapt.

Goals for the Future

CERCOPAN is working towards for-
est conservation and the eventual release
of our monkeys. We need to locate an
area capable of sustaining monkeys that
also provides long-term protection.
Much of the remaining forested areas in
Nigeria are community forests and are
key to conservation.

The community of Iko Esai will host
one of our re-introduction sites.

CERCOPAN and Tko Feai are creal-

ing a management plan to solve
environmental problems, particularly de-

forestation and community forest
protection.

Ultimately the community will become
a model for other communities with simi-
lar problems, and the re-introduction of
Obi and his troop will provide useful in-
formation to ensure the success of other
re-introductions.

Obi sitting on his stuffed orangutan

IPPL’S “OUTFIT A RANGER” CAMPAIGN BIG SUGGESS!

The April 2001 issue of IPPL News asked readers to
make donations for purchase of uniforms for park rang-
ers in the beleaguered Democratic Republic of Congo
(DRC). Each dark green uniform would cost $50 (US).
IPPL offered to double donations up to $2,500.

Wearing green uniforms will help protect rangers from
being mistaken for soldiers—a mistake that has cost some
rangers their lives.

Members responded generously. To date we have re-
ceived over $6,000, which will buy 120 uniforms. The
uniforms are being produced in the DRC.

On 27 June 2001 Jo Thompson of Friends of
Lukuru, which works for the protection of the DRC’s

wildlife, especially the bonobo, informed IPPL,

I will be leaving in a few short weeks for DRC.
With the generous donations from IPPL readers and
matched funds from IPPL, we have been able to
reach nearly 80 percent of our financial goal to
“Outfit A Ranger.”

In fact, while I am in Kinshasa I will be meeting
with the Executive of Utex Africa to give the go-
ahead on production of the hats, shirts, and
trousers. So, by the time your readers get their
August issue, production will have begun...

I will return with news and photographs in
October.

August 2001
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QATAR CHIMPANZEES RETURNED TO AFRIGA

The December 2000 issue of IPPL
News told how two young chimpanzees
were confiscated at Doha Airport, Qatar,
in September 2000. The babies had been
hidden in a cylindrical container in a ship-
ping crate containing wild birds.

The country of origin is suspected to
have been Nigeria since the airline which
carried the shipment, Egyptair, flies from
Nigeria to Qatar.

The chimpanzees were very ill on
confiscation. Thanks to skilful care,
they survived and were kept at the Doha
Zoo pending finalization of plans for
their future.

Meanwhile animal lovers in Qatar and
around the world started work on get-
ting the chimpanzees sent to an African
sanctuary.

In Qatar, IPPL Advisor Dr. William
George, along with Valerie Molyneux and
Kathy Bader, worked hard with Qatari
government officials.

In Zambia, Chimfunshi Wildlife Or-
phanage, run by Dave and Sheila Siddle,
offered the chimpanzees a home.

In the United States, IPPL and the
Center for Captive Chimpanzee Care, Fort
Pierce, Florida, offered to pay (and later
paid) all expenses.

IPPL started an immediate letter-
writing campaign to get Egyptair to
stop carrying primates. In January
2001, the President of Egyptair in-
formed IPPL that the airline would
no longer accept primate shipments.

In May 2001 Qatar announced that
the country would join the Convention
on International Trade in Endangered
Species (CITES). Qatar became a
CITES member on August 6, 2001.

Valerie, Kathy and William worked very
hard for several months to get all the laby-
rinth of airline paperwork and official
certificates in order. Finally everything
was worked out. On 27 March the chim-
panzees left Qatar for Gatwick Airport,
London, where they were transferred to a
British Airways flight from London to
Lusaka, Zambia.

The return of the chimpanzees received
enormous amounts of coverage, espe-
cially in the Arab language press.

At Chimfunshi the animals were given
the names Kathy and Valerie and were
last reported to be doing well after their

long ordeal.

Congratulations to Will-
iam, Valerie and Kathy for
the huge efforts they made
on the “Qatari Two” case.
These three wonderful
people showed near super-
human determination on
the chimps’ behalf, despite
it often seeming like suc-
cess would never come.

QATAR

"

Baby chimps
off to Zambia

Staff Reporter
THREE animal lovers in
Qatar yesterday appealed to
people who keep chimpanzees
and similar endangered ani-
mals as pets to release them to
their natural habitats.

“As kids, they (chimps) may be
cuddly and sweet. But, when they
grow older they become danger-
ous and can only spread dis-
cases,” said Dr William George,
Valerie Molyneux and Kathy
Bader, three animal rights
activists in Qatar. who worked
hard for the “repatriation” of two
young chimpanzees from Qatar
o Zambia.

The two young chimps. a
female, aged 20 months, and a
male, 10 months, were confiscat-
ed by an alert customs inspector.
Mubarak Mobamed al-Ali, at
Dohia airport in Scptember. The
animals left last night by an
Emirates flight to Dubai. and then
on to Gatwick. There they will be
moved to an animal centre at the
airport for giving food and water
before being transferred to a
British Airways flight 1o Zambia

The two chimps are scheduled
to land at Lusaka al 10.35am
tomorrow. From there, they will
be taken by road to the
Chimfunshi Wildlife orphanage
in Chingola in Zambia, the
world's largest protection centre
for the primates.

At the centre, they will have the
time to adapt themselves to their
natural habitat, the wild of
Zambia, where they will be even-
tually released

Their  transpont.  costing
QR4.700, is jointly funded by
two American organisations -~
International Primate Protection
League (IPPL) and Save The
Chimps, said Molyneux and
Bader. Dr George 15 an IPPL
adviser.

The two women, who started
working for the release of the ani-
mals in September, co-ordinating
with various agencies in Qatar
and abroad, said now they are
familiar with the paperwork and
formalities involved in sending
similar consignments back to
Africa,

They pointed out that chim-
panzees had almost the same
DNA (98.6%) as humans. The
young ones, like human babies,
Suckle til) the age of six. They
continue to stay with the mothers
for several years later. These
babies must have been snatched
from the arms of their mothers.

To capture these two babies, the
hunters may have killed several
mothers. they said. Often, the
mothers run away with their
babies even after being hit. But,
usually, they die because of the
injurics later on.

The three activists observed
that the attitude of people to ani-

Abubacker }

Chief D
is lakmg the two baby chlmpanzeos to Zambia.

with the cage which

mals has definitely changed
“This changed attitude. among
scientists and non-scientists alike,
has unquestionably come about
because chimps are so like us.”
Dr George has said.

Safely home in Africa

GULF C TIMES

“It would seem y
insane fo picture two human
babies tom from their mothers
and shipped across the world in a
cylinder to some pet shops.” he
added.

Kathy Bader alleged thar pet
shops in Doha have been selling
chimps for several years now.
One shop offered a baby chimp to
a decoy customer for QR10,000 a
few years ago.

The two baby chimps were
tried to be smuggled into Qatar
inside a bird cage and was con-
signed to a pet shop. On being
found out. they were shifted to
Doha Zoo on September 10,
where they were put under spe-
cial care.

“When we received the chimps,
they were under severe stress -
both physically and psychologi-
cally,” Dr Abubacker Hamouda,
the chief veterinary doctor at the
z00, told Gulf Times yesterday.
“We put them under special sup-
plementary diet and gave them
extra nutrition.”

For the last one week, the
babies were removed from their
“large confines” and put in anoth-
er cage o make them get used o
the journey to Zambia. Dr
Homouda said. The airconditions
were put on ful} blast in the room
where the cage is kept not only to
lower the temperature but also to
generate some vibration. The idea
was (o give them a chance to
adapt  themselves fto  an
airporvairerafi-like atmospherc
10 prepare them for their Journey.
“This is the transition period,”,
the veterinarian added.

Dr George said the chimps
“looked” well taken care off and
“seemed” 10 be fine

Trafficking in endangered ani-
mals would stop in Qatar once
the country becomes a signatory
to CITES (Convention on
International Trade in
Endangered Species). Yousuf al-
Hamar, an official of the
Supreme Council for
Environment and  Natural
Reserves, told a press conference
held to announce the chimps’
travel plan. Qatar has agreed to

The baby chimps in thsn caqe at the 200, posing for our pho-
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At the press conference (from left) are customs inspector
Mubarak al-Ali, zoo director Mohamed Suroor and Yousut al-

Hamar.
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Animal lovers Kathy Bader, Dr William George and Valerie
Molyneux, happy at the way things have turned out.

join the convention and this is
expected in a few months.

The press conference was also
attended by Mohamed Suroor.
director of the zoo. and Mubarak
Mohamed al-Ali, the customs
inspector who detected the smug-
gling attempt at the airport’s
cargo terminal

Any trade in such animals
would be punishable under a new
set of rules now being framed,
Suroor said. Asked whether the
guilty pet shop owner would be
punished, Suroor said, such mat-
ters did not come under his
purview,

Valerie Molyneux and Kathy

Bader said they wanted to ensure
that anitals like the chimpanzees
were not ill-treated again and for
that they wanted to get more
involved in animal-related activi-
ties.

Their efforts to send the chimps
back home were greatly aided by
the Ministry of Municipal Affairs
and  Agriculture, Dr  Khalid
Ghanem al-Ali, chairman of the
Supreme Council for
Environment  and  Natural
Reserves, Dr Saif al-Hajiri. chair-
man of Friends of Environment
Centre,  Mohamed  Suroor,
Emirates airline, which offered a
“good discount”, and others



PRIMATE ART GOMPETITION

by Rosek Nursahid of KSBK (Animal Conservation for Life)

Mother and baby monkey
by Patar

In January 2001, KSBK, an Indonesian
organization working for protection of the
nation’s wildlife, organized a primate art
competition.

Young people were asked to make
drawings of Indonesian primates. Contest
sponsors included IPPL and the Gibbon
Foundation.

This competition interested many people
because 106 paintings were received by
KSBK. The background of the contestants
was varied; they included students at el-
ementary schools, senior high schools and
universities, painters, and others.

There were two themes in this paint-
ing contest: “Stop the Primate Trade”
and “The Best Home for Primates is
in Nature.”

The primate to be painted had to be an
Indonesian primate. Some contestants
turned out not to know the native primates
of Indonesia! No less than 30% of the con-
testants drew non-Indonesian primates,
such as the gorilla and the chimpanzee.

The announcement of the winners of
the painting contest was made on 17 Feb-
ruary 2001 at the Montana Hotel,
Malang, East Java, during a seminar on
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Art contest winners

the conservation of Indonesian primates.

The first prize winner was Achmad
Rosidi. He received 750,000 rupiahs (US
$66), the second prize went to Agus
Salim, and the third prize went to Tjahjo
Pramono Sigit. Later, the drawings sub-
mitted by the finalists (12 paintings) were
exhibited at the Indonesian primate ex-
hibition at Malang Plaza.

The exhibition on Indonesian primates
was funded by IPPL and the Gibbon
Foundation. The exhibition was held
from 17-19 February 2001. Over 100
people attended every day.

Malang . 17 Pebruari 2001

with Rosek Nursahid of KSBK

MAKING A FILM ABOUT THE JAVAN EBONY LANGUR

In order to encourage people’s aware-
ness about the importance of conserving
the Javan ebony langur, KSBK produced
a film about the species in VCD (Video
Compact Disc) format.

Nowadays, VCD is very popular in In-
donesia. Almost every Javan family has a
VCD player at home. The KSBK VCD

tells about Javan ebony langurs in the
wild, their natural behavior, and the
threats to their existence, such as habitat
destruction and hunting.

KSBK will distribute the VCD to the
people in the villages around the forest
habitat of the Javan ebony langur, to se-
nior high schools, nature lover groups, and

reporters.

We hope that our mulii-faceted cam-
paign to protect the Javan ebony langur
will encourage public awareness and
bring an end to hunting and trading of
these wonderful monkeys, so that future
generations will have a chance to see these
beautiful animals in their native habitat.

Rosek Nursahid, KSBK

August 2001
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KSBK CAMPAIGNS FOR THE JAVAN EBONY LANGUR

In March 2001 KSBK, supported by
IPPL, conducted a series of education pro-
grams for the people of Pesanggrahan
Village, Batu, Malang Region (East Java)
to educate them about the importance of
protecting Javan ebony langurs (scientific
name Trachypithecus auratus).

A previous study revealed that there is
a great deal of hunting of the Javan ebony
langur on Panderman Mountain, next to
Pesanggrahan Village. The monkeys are
killed to provide meat.

That is why KSBK considers it impor-
tant to encourage the Panderman villagers
to take part in the program for the conser-
vation of the Javan ebony langur and its
habitat.

The first step was the introduction of
the program at Gus Udin’s house. Gus
Udin is an important public figure in the
village of Pesanggrahan.

This first education program, attended
by more than 30 residents of
Pesanggrahan and the villages surround-
ing the Panderman Mountain, was well
received. KSBK was represented by
staffers Dedi Kurniawan and Suparno
and members Eni Nurhayati and Yuni
Haryati.

A slide show about the plight of the
Javan ebony langur, both in nature and
in trade, followed an introduction to
KSBK'’s work. The people seemed to be
interested in the slide presentation. Some
even brought their children to watch the
slide show.

In our dialogue with the villagers,
KSBK emphasized the importance of con-
serving the Javan ebony langur as one of
the very important parts of nature.

One function of the langur and other
monkeys in nature is to help maintain the

balance of nature by dispersing the seeds
they eat over a large area.

One public figure who is also a leader
of majelis ta’lim (routine Islamic meet-
ing) in the village agreed that the Javan
ebony langur must be protected.

Islamic religious teachings state that
human beings must be responsible for
maintaining the balance of nature by not
letting any part of nature either be de-
stroyed or driven to extinction.

Besides the slide show and the educa-
tion programs, KSBK is distributing
posters and t-shirts calling for conserva-
tion of the Javan ebony langur.

The posters have pictures of the langurs.
They were given to everyone present at
the meeting. Some of the people from the
village of Panderman invited us to con-
duct such meetings regularly. KSBK, of
course, agreed to this request.

Rosek Nursahid, KSBK

campaigns.

THANK YOU TO OUR FRIENDS AT IPPL!

KSBK would like to thank the International Primate Protection League and David Rand (a generous
IPPL member) who funded the Javan ebony langur conservation education program. Thanks also
to the Gibbon Foundation for funding our art contest and the exhibition on primate conservation.
Special thanks go to all the members of KSBK who have helped us conduct our primate conservation

GOLDEN HEADED LANGUR, WHERE ARE YOU?

Report to IPPL by Dr. Roswitha Stenke
Dr. Stenke is Project Manager of the Cat Ba National Park Conservation Project run by the Zoological
Society for the Conservation of Species and Populations, which is based in Germany

Golden headed langur, where are
you?

This was the title by which one of the
most popular newspapers in North Viet-
nam recently tried to direct the attention
of its readers to Vietnam’s topmost endan-
gered primate species, the golden headed
langur (the species’ scientific name is
Trachypithecus poliocephalus).

The golden headed langur is only found
on Cat Ba Island, which is located 30 ki-
lometers off the coast of Hai Phong, in
Halong Bay, North Vietnam.

At the beginning of 2000, the golden

headed langur population was estimated
by Tilo Nadler and Ha Thang Long to
consist of only 105-135 individuals.

Threats to the Cat Ba Langur

The major threat to the Cat Ba langur
is poaching, according to a study con-
ducted in 2000 by Lynne Baker.

However, poaching pressures were not
the only problem that made these endan-
gered primates a topic of many newspaper
reports.

The other issues that attracted public
concern were a) the Government’s plans
to turn Cat Ba Island and adjacent areas

into one of the major centers for tourism
and aqua-culture in North Vietnam, and
b) the suggestions made by a deputy
prime minister to excise the marine pro-
tected area and some parts of the buffer
zone from Cat Ba National Park, and to
use these areas for purposes in accor-
dance with socio-economic development
planning.

The two most frequently-asked
questions during the past months were:

1) “Is the Government now prepared
to suacrifice even Vietnam’s National Parks
to industrialization and modernization?”



2) “Will it be Cat Ba National Park, one
of only two parks in Vietnam with both a
marine and a terrestrial component, and
its unique langurs that will be sacrificed
Sirst?”

The human population on Cat Ba Island
is steadily increasing and the poor eco-
nomic situation of the local people pushes
many families to illegally exploit the re-
sources of the National Park.

Poaching and agricultural encroachment
now constitute a major threat to biodiversity
on Cat Ba Island. Without a proper buffer
zone, Cat Ba National Park might no longer
be able to fulfil the tasks it was originally
designated for. This could lead, in the long
term, to the abolition of Cat Ba National
Park’s protected area status.

The planned urbanization of areas in-
side the National Park gives additional
support to these concerns.

International conservation organiza-
tions are concerned about the possible
excision of parts of the buffer zone and
the marine protected area from Cat Ba
National Park and the opening of these
excised areas to aqua-culture and other
economic activities.

These steps would not only encourage
immigration to Cat Ba Island of people
from outside the area, which is currently
happening, but will also induce massive
agricultural encroachment into the pro-
tected area.

This would intensify illegal logging,
firewood extraction, and hunting of pro-
tected species. These impacts have already
been observed in other developing zones

in Vietnam’s forest areas, as well as
throughout Asia.

Status of Golden Headed Langur

In November 2000, the Zoological Soci-
ety for the Conservation of Species and
Populations (ZSCSP, Germany) started a
project at Cat Ba National Park, aimed at the
conservation of the golden headed langur.

We came to realize rather soon that
poaching of langurs was still ongoing—
and that the langur population had
decreased still further.

The results of our survey and our ques-
tioning of active hunters on Cat Ba Island
suggest that only about 50 individuals now
survive.

These monkeys live in three sub-popu-
lations that are spatially completely
isolated from each other. About 25% of
the remaining langur population inhabits
areas outside the boundaries of Cat Ba
National Park.

The langur groups there are trapped in
small areas between agricultural land or
on small islands, and they are under se-
vere hunting pressure.

In the face of these results the ZSCSP
project is now concentrating on an emer-
gency program for the Cat Ba langur,
which consists of the following three steps:

* Positioning of guards in the immedi-
ate vicinity of the langur groups, now in
progress,

* Establishment of a strictly protected
langur sanctuary (to be put under inter-
national management),

Golden headed langur
Photo: Tilo Nadler

* Evacuation and translocation of lan-
gurs into this protected area.

A peninsula about 8 kilometers (5 miles)
long and 3.5 kilometers (two miles) wide
at the east coast of Cat Ba Island has been
chosen as a future langur sanctuary.

This peninsula is situated within the
boundary of Cat Ba National Park and is
part of the buffer zone of the UNESCO
World Natural Heritage Site named
“Halong Bay.”

IPPL note: readers wishing to donate
to this project should contact IPPL
Headquarters. Remember, there are far
fewer golden headed langurs than there
are mountain gorillas.

Prime Minister of the SR Vietnam
Vietnam Governmental Office
Ha Noi, Vietnam

Mr. Le Huy Ngo

Minister of Agricultural
and Rural Development

2 Ngoc Ha Street

Ha Noi, Vietnam

LETTERS URGENTLY NEEDED

Letters expressing support for the full protection of Cat Ba National Park and all its land and marine wildlife,
especially the Cat Ba langur, and concern over reports of poaching of timber and wildlife, may be sent to the officials
listed below. Postage from the United States to Vietnam costs 80 cents per ounce.

His Excellency Mr. Phan Van Khai Mr. Tran Huy Nang

Chairman of the Peoples Committee of Hai Phong
Uy ban Nhan dan Thanh Pho Hai Phong

18 Hoang Dieu

Thanh Pho Hai Phong, Vietnam

His Excellency the Ambassador of Vietnam
Embassy of Vietnam

1233 20th Street NW, Suite 400
Washington DC 20036 USA
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THE KALAWEIT GIBBON PROTEGCTION PROGRAM

by Aurelien Brule, director of the Association Etho-Passion which runs the Kalaweit Gibbon

Conservation Program in Indonesian Borneo

In 1998 the Etho-Passion Association
(E-P), which is based in France, under-
took a three-month expedition to Borneo.
The Association’s mission is to work for
the conservation of primates.

Our goal was to study the status of wild
gibbon populations. We first looked
around Kalimantan Tengah, the central
region of Borneo, at the foot of the
Schwaner Mountain Range, and in the
Bukit Baka Bukit Raya (BBBR) National
Park.

Following our survey of this area, E-P
decided to establish the first program for
the conservati