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IPPL’s Headquarters 
Sanctuary 
By the end of 2009 we 
had 33 residents at our 

gibbon sanctuary, including our newest 
arrival, seven-year-old Maynard. A former 
pet, he had lived with a capuchin monkey at 
a sanctuary in Washington State for four 
years, but when he grew up and started to 
make the loud calls of a normal adult 
gibbon, some neighbors started to complain. 
He has settled down well at IPPL. 

In early 2009, we completed a two-unit 
“introduction” house to be used especially 
for forming compatible gibbon pairs. The 
first animals to test this new facility were 
Courtney (a surprise baby hand-reared at 
IPPL after her mother rejected her) and 
Whoop-Whoop (a former lab gibbon). They 
were placed in separate quarters within the 
new unit in March, and in May we opened 
the special connecting doors. They have 
proved to be a very contented couple. 

 

Reaching Out to Our Supporters 
During the year, we diversified IPPL’s 

online presence with an active Facebook 
page, going from about six fans in October 
to over 1,000 by year’s end. We also began 
to use the E-mail Service Provider 
MailChimp to send HTML e-bulletins at 
least once a month in a user-friendly format. 

IPPL continues to add to its Web site’s 
capabilities, as well. Online visitors with an 
interest in history can check out all of IPPL’s 
newsletters dating back to 1974 (which we 
continue to publish three times a year) and 
do keyword searches on specific topics.  

 

Help to Overseas Sanctuaries 
During 2009 IPPL continued its support 

of pro-wildlife groups and primate 
sanctuaries in Africa, Asia, and South 
America, with the help of grants and our 
generous donors. 

The proceeds of our successful fall 2009 
fundraising appeal were divided between 
three primate sanctuaries: Siglo XXI in 
Chile, the Wildlife Friends Foundation of 

Thailand, and the Centre de Réhabilitation 
des Primates de Lwiro in the DRC, where 
IPPL had funded the complicated transfer 
by air of the rescued “Aketi Five” 
chimpanzee orphans earlier in the year. In 
addition, IPPL was able to provide much-
needed funds to the following organizations: 

 In Africa: the Tacugama Chimpanzee 
Sanctuary in Sierra Leone; HELP Congo, a 
chimp sanctuary and release program in the 
Republic of Congo; Camp Uganda, which 
provides environmental education for 
Ugandan children; the Colobus Trust 
monkey rescue organization in Kenya; the 
Chimpanzee Conservation Centre, which 
rehabilitates orphaned chimpanzees in the 
Haut Niger National Park in Guinea; 
CERCOPAN, a forest monkey sanctuary in 
Nigeria; Pandrillus, which operates 
sanctuaries for chimps, as well as drills and 
other monkeys, in Nigeria and Cameroon; 
and the Last Great Ape Organization in 
Cameroon, which investigates cases of 
wildlife crime and ensures that illegal animal 
dealers are arrested and brought to justice.  

 In Asia: Kalaweit, which protects 
gibbons and siamangs in Indonesia; 
Highland Farm, a shelter for gibbons and 
monkeys in Thailand; Sahabat Alam 
Malaysia, to help this pro-wildlife group 
monitor developments around a possible 
new primate lab; Animal Nepal and Wildlife 
Watch Group (Nepal), for their efforts to 
protect Nepal’s native rhesus monkeys; the 
Endangered Primate Rescue Center in 
Vietnam, which houses gibbons and leaf 
monkeys; and the Gibbon Conservation 
Centre in Assam, India, to help with a 
baseline investigation into the primate trade, 
focusing on hoolock gibbons. 

 In South America: Ikamaperu, which 
rescues woolly and spider monkeys in Peru; 
Sumak Allpa, a sanctuary for Ecuador’s 
many native monkey species; Neotropical 
Primate Conservation in Peru, which 
promotes the conservation of the extremely 
rare yellow-tailed woolly monkey; and 
Fundacion Entropika, which has a project to 
assess the conservation status and trafficking 
of owl monkeys in Colombia. 

 

Campaigns and Investigations 
IPPL regularly submits Freedom of 

Information Act requests for statistics about 
primates imported to the U.S., and we 
publish tables of the species, numbers, and 
origins of these animals. IPPL is the only 
organization that monitors this trade closely 
and spots trends. In 2009, we noted that the 
alarmingly extensive trade in crab-eating 
macaques from China continues unchecked. 
It is suspected that many of these monkeys 
originate in neighboring countries, such as 
Cambodia and Vietnam. IPPL has asked law 
enforcement authorities in the U.S. to look 
into this suspect trade and has organized 
several letter-writing campaigns.  

Other 2009 campaigns included: 
requesting Colombian authorities to 
investigate the smuggling of owl monkeys 
from Peru and Brazil to a Colombian 
malaria lab; protesting the living conditions 
for chimpanzees at Kisangani Zoo in the 
DRC; and arguing against plans by NASA to 
use monkeys in space experiments. 

With the support of our generous 
supporters (especially our New York City 
members, who held a special fundraiser and 
silent auction at the Robert Steele Art 
Gallery in May), IPPL was able to 
accomplish a great deal during 2009, despite 
the economic downturn. Thank you! 
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To the thousands of committed and caring 

people around the world who continue to 

support IPPL’s mission and vision— 

thank you! 

Remembering Jean  
IPPL’s long-time board member, 

and twin sister of IPPL founder 

Shirley McGreal, Jean Martin 

passed away suddenly on August 

25, 2009. We all miss her 

dedication and never-failing 

support for the work of IPPL. 


